Trail Descriptions

Trails through the preserve start near the kiosk
at the southeastern corner of the parking lot.
As you are facing the information board in the
kiosk, three trails start to your left, near the pond,
and one trail (the Learning Loop) starts just to
your right, near the preserve rules sign. Each
of our four loop trails is marked with different
colored arrows. The arrows are placed to take
you in a clockwise direction around each of the
loop trails.
Blue arrows mark the Perimeter Trail, our longest
trail at 2.1 miles. You will find distance markers
every half mile along the perimeter trail to allow
you to measure your speed and distance traveled. The
blue trail arrows are marked with numbers that correspond
to the numbers on the trail map in this brochure. If you
want to check your location, find the closest blue trail
marker and then locate that number on your map.
Red arrows mark the Long Nature Trail, which
is approximately 1.5 miles in length. This trail
will take you past each of the major preserve
habitats, including the Lemon Creek saltwater ecosystem,
and offers opportunities to view many of the varied plants
and animals of Wildflower.
For visitors looking for a shorter hike, the Short
Nature Trail (0.6 miles) is marked with yellow
arrows. This trail provides a good introduction
to a variety of preserve habitats. It passes several ponds,
the birders’ woodland, and the gopher tortoise meadow
before returning to the parking lot.
The Learning Loop is designed for visitors who
would like to take a leisurely stroll while learning
about trees and shrubs in the preserve. Orange
arrows mark this short, shaded trail of approximately 0.14
miles. You’ll find informative signs along the path that
describe many of our common shrubs and trees, with
information on which plants are native and which plants
can be invasive.
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Special Interest Points
On the preserve map, you’ll notice a series of special
interest points marked by a pentagon symbol with a
letter inside. At each of these points, you’ll find one
or more signs with additional information about that site.

Trail Map

Wildflower Video Series
We have developed a series of short videos
about the preserve that are accessible to visitors
who have a smart phone with a “QR code” reader
application installed. You’ll see QR codes located on many
of the preserve signs. Just scan the code to hear a short
video about that site from one of our preserve volunteers.
Even if you don’t have the necessary technology with you
during your walk to watch the videos, you can watch them
later from any computer with Internet access. The web link
to access the Wildflower video series is:
www.youtube.com/user/lemonbayconservancy

Join Us
Every visit to Wildflower brings new experiences! We hope
you will visit often. The preserve is run by volunteers and
funded solely by donations and grants. Please consider
joining us by donating toward our efforts or by participating
in volunteer projects.

Lemon Bay Conservancy gratefully acknowledges the Charlotte
Harbor National Estuary Program for providing grant funding to
support development of the Wildflower trail network and to print
this brochure.
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Welcome to Wildflower Preserve!
Wildflower is an 80-acre former golf course that the
Lemon Bay Conservancy is converting into a permanent
nature preserve. Six major ponds and several smaller
freshwater areas are located in the eastern and central
areas of the preserve. Many of them drain to the west
and eventually feed into saltwater Lemon Creek along
the preserve’s western boundary.
Wildflower is open to Lemon Bay Conservancy
members daily. The public is invited to visit the preserve
during regularly scheduled walks and public events.
The schedule of walks is available on the Lemon Bay
Conservancy website and is posted at the entry kiosk.
All visitors must review and comply with all posted
preserve rules. Visitors to Wildflower Preserve do so at
your own risk.
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The CHNEP is a partnership working to protect the natural
environment from Venice to Bonita Springs to Winter Haven.
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