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Supporting Our Environment:
Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow!
Think back. What were you doing in 1971? In Englewood and
Manasota Key, Lemon Bay Conservancy organizers were mobilizing to
protect sensitive islands in Lemon Bay from a major development
initiative.
In the 50 years since that first initiative, LBC members and supporters
have played remarkable roles in stewarding our local resources,
providing environmental education, and advocating for sustainable
environmental policies.
As we enter 2021 and celebrate Lemon Bay
Conservancy’s 50th anniversary, we will continue
LBC’s environmental leadership with the opening
of the newly restored Lemon Creek Wildflower
Preserve, with our juvenile tarpon research, with
water quality programs and with educational
initiatives.
As a Lemon Bay Conservancy supporter, you make our efforts
happen! You can take great pride in the role you play in improving
our beautiful local environment. Our programs and activities rely on
your contributions of volunteer time and financial support!

Our Vision:
To forever protect and preserve
the natural features of Lemon
Bay, Charloe Harbor, their
surrounding waters and uplands,
and vital ﬁsh and wildlife
habitat, through property
preserva&on, environmental
educa&on and advocacy...
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Please see details inside on our 2021 programs and plans, and use
the information on page 11 to send in your contributions to support
our ongoing efforts. By sending your donations and membership
contributions now, you will help us reduce the expense of fundraising
mailings in the weeks ahead.
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Membership payments sent now will apply through year-end 2021 and
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Thank you for your commitment to protecting our environment
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2021 Juvenile Tarpon Research
For several years now, LBC volunteers have been conducting
juvenile tarpon research in Lemon Creek using a long seine net
to research quantities and sizes of juvenile tarpon in the creek.
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Our winter tarpon “net pull” season is approaching and the
good news is that we plan to conduct a number of events,
working in close cooperation with representatives from Florida
Fish & Wildlife and members of the Lemon Bay High School
marine biology program.
We are planning four events to be held on the third Saturday in
January, February, March, and April. Each event will be limited
to between 10 and 15 volunteers.
CDC and Florida Health Covid-19 guidelines will be adhered to,
including social distancing and
the wearing of masks. Gloves
will need to be worn as various
volunteers will be handling the
big tarpon net. Also, each
volunteer will need to sign the
LBC Volunteer Waiver and
Release of Liability form.
Specific tasks, such as the
recording of tarpon
measurements, will be performed
by just one individual.

Eva Furner, Buffy Crampton

Utility Terrain Vehicle (UTV)
©2020 Lemon Bay Conservancy
No portion of the content may be
reproduced without the express
permission of the
Lemon Bay Conservancy
Lemon Bay Conservancy, Inc.
150 S. McCall Road
Suite 2
Englewood, FL 34223
941-830-8922
lbconservancy@comcast.net
Stay in touch at our Website
www.lemonbayconservancy.org

The newest addition to our Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve
equipment inventory is a Kawasaki Mule UTV. The UTV was
purchased in early August using funds from our LBC supporters.
It is already proving invaluable for our maintenance work, in
particular moving tools and other equipment to work areas
around the preserve.
Once the restoration work is complete we will have a
considerable maintenance workload, including the mowing of
trails, and our new UTV will play a big role in these efforts.
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A New Nature Wonderland!
Over the last ten months, remarkable changes have been happening at Wildflower Preserve and
we’re delighted to report that our major habitat restoration project is nearing completion!

New and Enhanced Wetlands: The project general contractor Diversified Professional
Services (DPS), working under supervision of the Southwest Florida Water Management District,
has improved 10 acres of wetlands at the site and added 12 acres of new estuarine and
freshwater wetlands.
In addition to expanding the estuarine habitats in the Lemon Creek area on the western side of
the property, the large culverts that connect the creek to Lemon Bay have been replaced with
deeper and larger culverts that will provided enhanced tidal flow. Within the wetlands, care was
taken to provide both deeper areas and shallow marshes that are designed to benefit the many
fish and other species that thrive in estuarine habitats. In the years ahead, plans are to
continue studying the juvenile tarpon living in the creek to monitor impacts of our restoration
work.
New Observation Points: Five new mounds and berms have been created around the site
using soil from the excavation activities. They provide excellent vantage points to see the many
birds that are already taking advantage of the new habitats. In the months and years ahead,
the elevated areas will also provide opportunities for LBC members walking our new trail
network to get a little extra cardio workout.
New Native Upland Plants: In the upland areas
of the preserve, monthly work has been underway
since July to manage invasive species that have
been choking out native plants on the site.
Treatments to control Brazilian pepper, castor
bean, guinea grass, Caesar weed, and other
invasive exotics will be one of our major ongoing
expenses as LBC manages the preserve in the
years ahead.
Work began in September on planting new native
trees, shrubs and grasses. We are focusing the
plantings in thirteen initial planting zones around
the site. Over 6,500 trees, shrubs and clumping
grasses are being added, including 12 varieties of
trees, 9 types of shrubs and 2 types of grasses.
With continuing LBC member and donor support,
we hope to do even more upland planting in 2021!
Continued on page 4
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A New Nature Wonderland! (Continued from page 3)
New Native Wetland Plants: Along the edges of the wetlands, an amazing total of more
than 60,000 new native plants are scheduled to be added by year-end 2020. The plantings
will include salt meadow cordgrass, black needle rush, leather fern, seashore paspalum,
marsh elder, muhly grass, water lily, sawgrass, softstem bulrush, arrowhead, alligator flag,
pickerel weed, yellow canna and blue flag iris.
The wetland plantings will help filter stormwater flowing into the Preserve from surrounding
communities to reduce nutrients before the water leaves the preserve and enters Lemon Bay.
New Trail Network and Bridge: LBC volunteers are actively working to prepare a new trail
network that will allow site visitors to explore the varied preserve habitats.
As part of the new trail system,
using funds contributed by LBC
members and donors, the
Conservancy contracted with DPS to
build a new pedestrian bridge in the
estuarine area that will allow
preserve explorers to complete
interesting loop trails around the
estuarine habitats.
As you can see from the picture above, the new bridge will soon be complete!
New Preserve Name: The transformation created by the habitat restoration project is so
dramatic that we have decided to give the preserve a new name. Drum roll please! Our new
name is Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve.
The new name recognizes the greatly
expanded estuarine habitats on the western
side of the preserve and the importance of
Lemon Creek as a fish nursery and wildlife
sanctuary. Wildflower in the name
recognizes our link to the old Wildflower Golf
Course and acknowledges the many
wildflowers growing in the butterfly habitat
and in meadows throughout the site.
Thank You to Our Partners: The restoration project would not have been possible without
major funding support from the Southwest Florida Water Management District (the District),
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and our LBC members and
donors. The District has also provided project management services. Thank you!
We are also very appreciative of the pro bono professional services provided by attorney
Laurel Lockett, a partner with Carlton Fields, and Keith Tolson, toxicologist and senior
principal environmental scientist with Geosyntex, who helped us investigate and deal with the
soil contamination issues that were identified during initial construction efforts.
When Can I Visit? We plan to open the preserve for special “sneak peek” LBC member
tours in December, with additional access planned for early 2021. Please see the separate
article on Upcoming Walks and Events (on page 9) for details on how to sign-up for your
sneak peek!
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“2021 Preserve Management & Improvement”
Special Appeal
As our restoration project moves to completion, responsibility for ongoing management,
maintenance and enhancement of the preserve shifts to our Lemon Bay Conservancy team.
One major challenge will be continuing to control the regrowth of invasive species from
the seed banks that are present in the soils at the preserve. Experts tell us we should budget
at least $500 per acre per year for invasive management. The preserve is just under 80acres, so we need to budget $40,000 for this effort for 2021.
Another major effort we’d like to undertake in 2021 is the planting of additional native
trees, shrubs and grasses at the preserve. It costs approximately $25,000 to plant a mix
of 3,000 trees, shrubs and clumping grasses. We’d like to reach $50,000 in donations for
2021 to allow us to double that number to 6,000 additional plants!
Even though LBC is a non-profit, you may be surprised to learn that taxes remain a major
expense. We still must pay the County over $12,000 per year in non-ad valorem taxes on
the preserve property.
Please help us by renewing your LBC membership and by considering a special
“2021 Preserve Management and Improvement” donation!
To donate to the special campaign, mail the form on page 11 of this newsletter, call the office
at 941-830-8922, or donate online at our website:
LemonBayConservancy.org/2021-preserve-campaign/

Our New LBC Treasurer: Malcolm Collingwood
Malcolm joined the Board in early 2020 as our Treasurer. He was
born in New Zealand and graduated from Victoria University with
a degree in Commerce and Administration. He has since lived in
both the UK and US, working in the professional services industry,
mostly with Ernst Young, where he had a varied career as an
auditor, management consultant, and technology executive,
including the role of Global Chief Technology Officer.
Malcolm and his wife, Jane, moved to Southwest Florida in 2013
and currently live on Coral Creek in the Windward community in
Placida. They spend the summer months on the west coast of
Vancouver Island (that is when the border is open).
Malcolm and Jane have two boys, one living in Asheville and the other in San Francisco. They
are also grandparents.
His interests include boating, fishing, gardening, kayaking, music, photography, wood working
and travel.
Malcolm was an active member of the Wyoming Presbyterian Church in Millburn, New Jersey
where he was both an elder and treasurer. He now volunteers his time to a number of local non
-profit organizations.
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Vertical Oyster Gardens
In our Fall 2019 LBC newsletter we featured information about oysters. Oysters are incredibly
valuable to our bays and waterways because they are super-efficient at nutrient filtering.
Moving forward with our own LBC oyster initiatives has been a challenge during the Covid
pandemic. A number of members and volunteers have expressed interest in a workshop for
making vertical oyster gardens, but in these difficult times a workshop would be problematic.
Nevertheless, we have investigated the elements of a potential workshop and hope to include
this as a future initiative. In the meantime, a number of prototype vertical oyster gardens
have been built by Jane and Malcolm Collingwood.
Making an oyster garden is not difficult and it’s a lot of fun.
First, collect some cured oyster shells, next, drill a hole in
each shell and, finally, thread around 25 shells on a length
of rope. (Caution: Oyster shells have sharp edges! Use
heavy gloves and eye protection during your project!)
Each strand of oysters can then be attached to your dock. In
spawning season, oyster larvae should attach to the hard
surface of the shells.
Rather buy a garden than build your own? A few “limited edition” LBC Oyster Gardens will be
available as part of our January online auction!

Learn More about Water Quality
The red tide that was at the forefront of our minds in 2019 has thankfully decreased to very
low levels in recent months, but that doesn’t mean that monitoring and improving our water
quality is any less important today than it was last year!
If you are interested in continuing to learn more about Southwest Florida water quality issues
and initiatives, here are two resources, available online, that are worth review:
Water Quality Playbook: Noted local environmentalist Jon Thaxton, spoke at our 2019
annual meeting and discussed a project he was working on at the Gulf Coast Community
Foundation to develop a comprehensive “playbook” for water quality improvement.
“The Community Playbook for Healthy Waterways – Take Action to Reduce and Remove
Nutrient Pollution” is now available at the website WaterQualityPlaybook.org. The playbook
specifically focuses on Sarasota County, but includes ideas that can be implemented across
our area. The 10 chapters are built around three goals: reducing nutrients entering our
natural waters, removing nutrients that reach our waters, and building capacities to sustain
improvements.
Presentations from the CHNEP Water Quality Summit: In June 2020, the Coastal &
Heartland National Estuary Program (CHNEP) hosted a virtual water quality summit with
speakers covering four areas: Water Quality Improvement; Hydrological Restoration; Fish,
Wildlife & Habitat Protection; and Public Engagement for Protecting Our Water and Wildlife.
Each subject area includes several short and informative presentations from local
environmental experts.
The presentations are available on the internet at chnep.org/watershed-summit.
If you’d like to help LBC as we work on future water quality initiatives, please let us know by
calling the office at 941-830-8922.
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LBC Volunteer Pro7ile: Cheryl Tough
Cheryl grew up in Ontario with a love of the outdoors. Bird
watching and nature study were important childhood pastimes.
She graduated from the University of Western Ontario and
University of Toronto with English and Dramatic Arts degrees,
respectively. Cheryl taught these subjects, along with music
for 33 years; conducting, directing, and organizing events and
experiences for young adults.
After retirement, she delved into community projects. Knowing
that her hometown of Bracebridge had always needed a proper
theatre, she spearheaded a campaign to design and build what
is now the Rene M. Caisse Memorial Theatre. She also served
on the board of Muskoka Conservancy and chaired their
fundraiser for several years.
The natural beauty of Lemon Bay brought Cheryl and husband Jim to the area in 2011 where
they found a house across from Wildflower Preserve. They joined Lemon Bay Conservancy
and took part in hikes, projects, and events at Wildflower, always ready to invite other likeminded snowbirds to participate.
In 2014, Cheryl joined the LBC “Toast To The Coast” fundraising team and has continued to
co-chair the Annual Gala. She has been an active volunteer for many events, including
annual meetings, volunteer dinners, and outreach workshops. Cheryl has also facilitated
communication with Lemon Bay High School and L.A. Ainger Middle School staff and students
to implement S.T.E.M. studies and science projects with LBC.
This year, as LBC celebrates 50 years of proud environmental conservation, Cheryl hopes that
the energy to preserve the natural features of Lemon Bay continues. She wishes to thank
everyone who has given time, effort and support during these challenging times. It is
heartwarming to think that the dedication of so many volunteers will ensure our future
endeavors together!

Memorial and Honor Benches at the Preserve
As the restoration completes, we are pleased to announce that the opportunity is now
available for donors to place a memorial or honor bench at the preserve.
The 5-foot long benches are made by a local
manufacturer with recycled plastic and stainless steel
fittings. A stainless steel plaque will contain a message
from the bench donor.
Donors will have the opportunity to work with the LBC
trail design team to plan the location for your bench
within the preserve. The donation fee per bench will be
$650.
If you previously requested to be placed on the list to
donate a bench and have not already received a followup call from LBC, please call the office at 941-830-8922
or email us at lbconservancy@comcast.net.
If you would like to place a new bench order, please contact us at the office as described
above.
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LBC Volunteer Pro7iles: Gayle and Tom Duch
Tom and Gayle Duch were married in 1965 and spent the
first two years of their marriage in Hawaii while Tom
completed a master’s degree in zoology. They subsequently
settled in the Hudson Bay, NY area where both pursued
teaching careers. Gayle taught in special education and
Tom taught secondary and college courses in a variety of
science disciplines, including anatomy and physiology,
ecology and general biology. They have one daughter,
Debbie, who is a chemical engineer living near Hartford, CT.
The Duchs moved to Englewood in 2001. It wasn’t long
before they became avid birders, assisting in monitoring
shorebirds and other citizen science projects. They linked
their interest in birding to their enjoyment of travel and
have taken many birdwatching trips in the U.S., Central America, and South America. They
also enjoy gardening and Tom is an active member of the Englewood Family Garden Club.
At the suggestion of long-time LBC volunteer and supporter Abbie Banks, Gayle and Tom
began joining Abbie and Don Rippeon for regular early morning bird walks at Wildflower
Preserve in late 2010. In 2012, Tom began recording the species seen on each walk on a new
website called “ebird”.
Over the years, Gayle and Tom have logged a remarkable 223 ebird reports for the Wildflower
site, documenting sightings of 135 different avian species!

Birding Resources and Opportunities
Using Tom and Gayle’s ebird data, we can look back
over time to see monthly frequency and abundance
information for each species spotted at the preserve.
And, going forward, we’ll be able to observe changes
that may occur with the newly restored preserve
habitats!
The “ebird” website is run by Cornell University and is
used by bird watchers internationally to record
sightings. To start exploring, visit ebird.org.
Cornell also offers a free phone app called “Merlin”
that can help you identify birds you may observe. With Merlin, you can enter characteristics
(size, color, etc.) of a bird you’ve seen and the app will give you a list of likely species for
your location.
For a printable checklist of Wildflower birds, go to
LemonBayConservancy.org, highlight Wildflower
Preserve in the menu bar and click on Birdwatching.
You can also reach the page directly using this link:
https://lemonbayconservancy.org/wildflowerpreserve/birdwatching-at-wildflower-preserve/
Our local Audubon chapters offer a variety of birding
programs. To learn more, visit their websites:
PeaceRiverAudubon.org and VeniceAudubon.org.
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Upcoming Walks & Events
“Sneak Peak” Member Walks at
the New Preserve

Walks at Stump Pass State Park
LBC volunteer guide Charlie Woodruff is
organizing a series of nature walks at Stump
Pass State Park. Walkers can join Charlie for
a 2.5 mile walk from the parking lot to Stump
Pass. Those who do not wish to walk the
entire distance can leave the group and
return to the parking area via the beach. The
park is located at the south end of Manasota
Key, 900 Gulf Blvd, Englewood, FL 34223.
Park entry fee is $3.00. Planned walk dates
(all Thursdays) are November 12, November
26, December 10, December 24, and January
1. These walks are open to the public. Start
time is 9:00 am.

Beginning in December, we will be offering
special “sneak peak” walks for current LBC
members at Lemon Creek Wildflower
Preserve (LCWP). If you’d like to be among
the first to see the newly restored preserve,
please call the office at 941-830-8922. Our
energetic office manager, Mary Birchfield, will
get you signed up. If you get a message
when you call, please leave a phone number
for Mary to get back to you.

The safety guidelines for these walks are the
same as those for the LCWP walks. All
participants will be required to sign a liability
waiver, to wear a face mask throughout the
walk, and to maintain social distancing.
Your guide will be wearing a mask that he or
she may remove while speaking to the group.
There will be no more than 10 - 15 walkers
per guide. Trip leaders have the right to
require any participant who is not adhering to
these guidelines to leave the walk.

Please note that advance reservations are
required for these walks. Planned walk dates
(subject to change) are Tuesdays (Dec. 1, 8,
15, and 22) and Saturdays (Dec. 5, 12, and
19). For the Tuesday walks, signups will
close on Monday at noon. For the Saturday
walks, the last time to signup will be the
preceding Thursday at noon.

Coming in January: Daily Member
Access to the Preserve!
If you’d prefer to explore LCWP on your own,
that opportunity is coming soon! We expect
to re-open the Preserve for member access in
mid to late January. Prior to the opening,
we’ll be sending all 2021 LBC members a
copy of our new trail map and additional
information to aid your exploration. As has
been our policy in the past, daily access to
the Preserve will be open only to LBC
members.

We expect interest in these walks to be high,
so we are limiting initial reservations to two
individuals per membership. If a walk date
you request is full, Mary can put you on the
wait list or offer you an alternate date.
Safety Requirements: We take the safety of
our members and our volunteer guides very
seriously. All participants will be required to
sign a liability waiver, to wear a face mask
throughout the walk, and to maintain social
distancing. Your guide will be wearing a
mask that he or she may remove while
speaking to the group. There will be no more
than 10 - 15 walkers per guide. Trip leaders
have the right to require any participant who
is not adhering to these guidelines to leave
the walk.

Additional 2021 Events
Please make sure LBC has your current email
address so you can receive our news
updates! In December, we will be
announcing additional events and walks for
the new year, including Preserve tours for
neighboring communities, a series of “open”
mornings for the public to see the newly
restored site, and additional nature walks.
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Toast to the Coast Fundraiser: New Online Auction!
January 24-31, 2021
Though we may be socially distancing these days, we remain connected through our shared
love of our coastal lands and waters. Normally the Toast to the Coast Committee would
now be preparing for our Toast to the Coast gala to be held in January 2021.
This year, because of COVID-19, we have decided to go virtual. We
will be presenting a special online auction to raise funds to support
our ongoing projects at Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve, tarpon
research, water quality programs and educational projects.
The auction will take place January 24 – January 31, 2021 and will
feature a variety of items covering a wide range of interests. We
will have trips near and far, nature-themed experiences, artwork, hand-crafted jewelry,
wine baskets, gourmet treats and more for you to enjoy bidding on from the comfort of your
own home!
Please know that every dollar raised goes to support our mission to preserve our fragile land
and water habitats, provide environmental education, and advocate for sound
environmental practices.
Watch your inbox, check out our website LemonBayConservancy.org, or find us on Facebook
for a sneak peek at our auction items and event details coming soon!

Call for Volunteers!
The Covid-19 pandemic has left many of us looking for something new and interesting to
help fill our days. If you have some time available, how about volunteering for Lemon Bay
Conservancy? What better way to lift your mood than by getting out and enjoying nature!
As we prepare to open our new Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve, there are plenty of tasks
on our to-do list that volunteers can help with right now. We need helpers to establish the
new trail network, to plant, mulch, and mow, to prepare the “birders woodland” observation
area, and to maintain the butterfly and wildflower gardens.
We have openings in our water quality testing program. Since 2011, LBC has worked with
the University of Florida Lake Watch program to sample water from the ponds and creek at
the Preserve. This sampling provides important data on nutrients within those waters and is
key to monitoring pollutants flowing into Lemon Bay. The sampling takes place once a
month by kayak, with a shore team to record the data.
One of our most popular activities is the tarpon research program in Lemon Creek under the
direction of LBC President Jim Cooper and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission. See
the separate article on Juvenile Tarpon Research for more details.
We also have other projects in development. Among them are our new video education
project and our vertical oyster garden project. Keep an eye on our web page at
LemonBayConservancy.org to see the latest news of these and other good works!
While many of our activities take place outdoors, we do have other opportunities for
volunteers. We often provide speakers to other groups to promote awareness of the
Conservancy’s activities and our mission. We need outgoing folks to do this job. We need
grant writers, publicity writers and research assistants.
All of our projects are led and run by volunteers! Please come out and join us in making a
difference as we work to protect and enhance our beautiful lands and waters! Call us at
(941) 830-8922 to find out how you can get involved. We need you!
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Your Support is Vital!
Lemon Bay Conservancy is always fundraising: Giving Tuesday, fundraising events,
annual memberships and donations. Every dollar we spend is a dollar we must raise. For
50 years, LBC has worked to preserve and protect our coastal environment. Your
donations and membership dues will help ensure that future generations have these
lands to enjoy and that the remarkable species that live here will continue to thrive.
By mailing the membership form below (for membership thru year-end 2021) you’ll save
us the expense of mailing you additional membership renewal requests in the weeks
ahead.

Lemon Bay Conservancy Membership / Dona&on Form
To join or contribute online, go to www.LemonBayConservancy.org.
Primary Address and Contact Informa&on:
Name:
Address Line 1:
Address Line 2:
City, State, Zip:
Email:
Telephone:
Alternate Address (if applicable):
Address Line 1:
Address Line 2:
City, State, Zip:
Months at this address?

My Membership Contribu&on:

o New Member

o Membership Renewal

o $35 Individual o $50 Household / Supporng o $100 Patron o $250 Benefactor
o $500 Conservator o $750 Trustee of the Land o $1,000 Keeper of the Land
o $2,500 Guardian of the Land o $5,000 Steward of the Land
My Dona&on: $__________
Form of Payment: o Credit Card
Credit Card Informaon:

o Apply this donaon to the “Preserve Management & Improvement” Campaign!
o Check (Please make payable to Lemon Bay Conservancy, Inc.)
o Visa o Master Card 3-digit security code: _____

Card Number:______________________________ Expiraon Date: ___________

Thank You! Please send your completed form to:
Lemon Bay Conservancy, Inc.
150 S. McCall Rd, Suite 2
Englewood, FL 34223
LBC is a 501(c)3 non-proﬁt corpora)on. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION (CH14541) AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-HELPFLA, OR VIA THE INTERNET AT
WWW.800HELPFLA.COM. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.
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More
SNAPSHOTS from
the Year

Fun at the 2020 Toast to the Coast
Photo Credit: Don Kerr, don-kerr.artistwebsites.com

Clean-up Day at LCWP with Scouts
from Troop 26 and Girls Troup 26
Volunteers relocating native plants
at LCWP
We have lots of news and special events to tell you about! If you’re not currently
receiving our LBC email news articles, please contact the office to get your email address
added to your account record.
You can reach us at 941-830-8922 or lbconservancy@comcast.net.

