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Our	Vision:			 
To forever protect and preserve 
the natural features of Lemon Bay, 
Charlo e Harbor, their 
surrounding waters and uplands, 
and vital fish and wildlife habitat, 
through property preserva on, 
environmental educa on and 
advocacy...  

We	Bend,	but	We	Don’t	Break! 
 

Throughout Southwest Florida, all of us are suffering from the 
wounds inflicted by Hurricane Ian. We wish the best to everyone as 
you work to restore your lives and your property! 
 
For Lemon Bay Conservancy, our important environmental 
initiatives cannot stop because of Ian.  We have much recovery 
work to do, but we know that we will get it done with the help of 
our amazing community!  
  
In this newsletter, we report on how your contributions are shaping 
Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve into a beautiful community asset, 
the extensive damages the preserve has suffered from Ian, and the 
steps underway toward recovery.  You’ll also find articles on our 
water quality initiatives, our ongoing focus on student engagement, 
our juvenile tarpon research, and more. 
 
Our non-profit organization relies on memberships and donations 
to continue our many conservation programs.  We know that some 
of you may be facing difficult financial challenges, but we ask those 
of you who can to renew your support and consider a special 
donation to help us with Hurricane Ian recovery. 
 
Because our newsletter distribution this year has been delayed by 
Ian and mailing expenses continue to rise, we will not be mailing 
you a separate year-end funding appeal.  Instead, we ask that you 
send in your contribution online, or cut-out and mail in the 
contribution form you will find on the last page of this newsletter.   
 
Studies show that time spent out in nature can serve as an 
important stress reducer, and less stress is something we all 
certainly need in these trying days!  Remember to take some time 
to enjoy the wonderful nature around us!   
 
Thank you for your commitment to protecting our environment and 
for supporting Lemon Bay Conservancy! 
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Student	Engagement 
Reducing Plastic Waste at LBHS:  Lemon Bay Conservancy is 
proud to support the joint efforts of the Lemon Bay High School 
Marine Conservation Club and the Key Club to eliminate the use of 
single-use plastic water bottles on campus.  At our 2022 annual 
meeting, LBC awarded a $1,000 grant to the Marine Conservation 
Club for the purchase of two water bottle filling stations to be 
installed at the school.  
 
The use of water bottle filling stations at the high school during the 
past year has resulted in preventing over 5,000 single-use bottles 
from ending up in recycling centers or landfills.  The demand for 
water refills at the school has risen as the refill practice has taken 
off.  The additional bottle filling stations will meet this need and 
reinforce good environmental practices. 

Students Lillian 
Keller, Jessica 
Lince and Jax 
Mendelsohn, along 
with Mia Conlon, 
their faculty 
advisor and Marine 
Science teacher, 
attended the LBC 
annual meeting to 
accept the grant.  
Lillian made a brief 
presentation on 
the research she 
and Jax have done 
on the effect of microplastics on the life cycle of brine shrimp.  

Environmental Scholarship:  This year’s LBC Elsie Bracken 
Environmental Scholarship was awarded in June to Lemon Bay High 
School’s Jessica Lince.  The scholarship is awarded to a senior who 
demonstrates interest in conservation and the environment, and 
who plans to pursue a degree in environmental science.  

Jessica (pictured with LBC 
VP Irene Slattery) 
graduated with honors and 
is attending the University 
of Central Florida, majoring 
in Marine Biology. She was 
a four-year member of the 
Marine Conservation Club 
at LBHS, serving as the 
Club President in her senior 
year.  

Scout Work Day:  Scouts 
from Englewood Troop 26 
spent a work day at Lemon 

Creek Wildflower Preserve in early September.  They learned about 
native trees and shrubs as they helped LBC volunteers pull away 
vines that were inhibiting plant growth in one of our restoration 
planting areas.   

Visit our website, or use this QR 
Code to join or renew your LBC 

membership. 
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Over the past twelve months, our new preserve 
has been changing rapidly as the extensive 
restoration plantings have continued to grow 
and we’ve added more improvements.  For 
animals and people alike, the preserve is a 
continually improving community asset that 
each of you, as Lemon Bay Conservancy 
supporters, are helping to create!   
 
The restoration wetland and upland plantings at 
the preserve have created an ever-changing 
landscape for preserve visitors and 
demonstrated their value to wildlife with the 
abundance of bird and butterfly species utilizing 
the preserve habitats. 
  
Hurricane Ian has dealt us a huge setback, but 
one that our incredible volunteer team is 
working through.  With the exception of special 
guided walks, we have temporarily closed the 
Preserve for safety as we clean-up the debris.   
Our target is to re-open for daily member 
access by the end of January.   

Before Ian:  Activities and 
Accomplishments at the Preserve 
 
Environmental Programs:  Since November 
2021, our volunteer naturalists have led more 
than 50 guided nature walks, covering a variety 
of topics and attracting more than 400 visitors 
to the preserve.  And, our LBC members have 
taken advantage of the walking trails on a daily 
basis. 
 
Improvements for Wildlife:  Enhancements 
to our bird habitats include new nesting 
platforms and new screech owl bird houses.  In 
April, we suffered severe vandalism to the bird 
feeder area and other preserve features.  We 
worked with the sheriff’s office to identify a 
suspect and we have had no additional incidents 
since the spring. 

 
                                      Continued on page 4 

Lemon	Creek	Wild lower	Preserve:		 
																																	A	Growing	Community	Asset 

About the Preserve: Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve is an 80-acre former golf course 
restored in a $2.1 million-dollar joint effort by the Southwest Florida Water Management District, 
NOAA, and Lemon Bay Conservancy.  The restored preserve provides protected wildlife habitats, 
and peaceful trails for visitors to enjoy and learn about our beautiful environment.   

As part of the restoration project, freshwater wetland acreage was doubled, estuarine wetland 
acreage was tripled, 90,000 wetland plants were added, and more than 8,000 native trees, 
shrubs, and clumping grasses were planted.  Educational nature walks and programs are offered 
on a regular basis.  Ongoing citizen-science projects include water quality monitoring, monthly 
bird surveys, and juvenile tarpon research. The preserve is owned by Lemon Bay Conservancy, 
and managed and improved by LBC volunteers.  
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Native Plantings: From April thru June, our 
dedicated volunteers added 320 new native trees, 
shrubs, grasses and wildflowers to areas at the 
preserve that had not been planted as part of the 
earlier restoration project.  Primary planting areas 
included the mound north of Turtle Pond, the big 
mound west of the parking area, and wetland 
edges near Moorhen and Hosman Ponds.  The new 
trees on the mounds were placed to allow for 
continued panoramic views of the preserve 
habitats while reducing views of nearby homes and 
roads.  LBC volunteer Dana Houkal is an 
environmental consultant and he has created a 
database of the plantings at the Turtle Pond 

mound.  He will be managing an ongoing survey of plant survival and growth rates, and his 
work will help us in planning additional plantings in the future.   
 
Ongoing maintenance: Maintenance of the preserve uplands is a major ongoing task.  Our 
volunteers mow more than three miles of walking trails and work in the restoration planting 
areas to remove invasive vines that are limiting the growth of the native species we have 
planted.  We always have projects to do!  If you’d like to join the volunteer team, or your 
community group would like to come out for a work day, please call the office.   
 
Invasive Plant and Animal Control:  While our volunteers handle most of the work at the 
preserve, we continue to utilize professionals for two focus areas: invasive plant management 
and wild hog control.  The invasive treatment contractors use hand-pulling and selective 
herbicide treatments to limit regrowth of aggressive and damaging species, including Caesar 
Weed, Castor Bean, Guinea Grass, Brazilian Pepper, and Cattails.  Our hog trapper uses large 
traps to capture and remove the hogs than cause major damage throughout the preserve.  
Hogs are prolific breeders and we do not have perimeter fencing to keep them out of the 
preserve.  Since January, 27 hogs have been removed.  Controlling their numbers will be an 
ongoing effort. 
 
Home Depot Grant:  
Thanks to the efforts of 
volunteer Coke Wilson, 
LBC received a grant from 
The Home Depot 
Foundation to place 
wooden benches in two 
areas of the preserve for 
use in outdoor classroom 
programs.  Associates 
from the Englewood Home 
Depot store constructed 
and worked with LBC 
volunteers to place 15 
benches. The first outdoor 
classroom was placed up 
on top of the large berm 
overlooking most of the preserve. (Said to be one of the highest points in Charlotte County). 
The second outdoor classroom was located adjacent to the parking area under a canopy of 
oak trees.  The benches were placed on September 20th and thankfully all survived Ian’s 
wrath! 
                Our report on Hurricane Ian’s impacts on the Preserve begins on page 6. 

Lemon	Creek	Wild lower	Preserve:		A	Growing	Community	Asset 
Continued	from	page		3 
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LBC’s Lemon BayWatch committee focuses on water quality initiatives in the wider Lemon Bay 
area.  Hurricane Ian has created new water quality challenges and the appearance of a red 
tide bloom along our coast reminds us that continuing our focus on water quality is critical!  
Here’s a report on programs undertaken by the committee in 2022 and plans for the year 
ahead 
 
Oyster Garden Installations:  The goal of our 
oyster garden program is to propagate as many 
oyster colonies as possible to help improve water 
quality in Lemon Bay through the natural filtration 
function of live oysters. Throughout the spring and 
summer, Lemon BayWatch committee members 
Kevin and Sue Wills; Ann and Jack Weaver; and 
Malcolm and Jane Collingwood worked with area 
dock owners to install more than 75 oyster strands 
at locations from Manasota Key to South Gulf 
Cove.  After this exciting start, we’ve had to put our 
program on temporary hold as we all focus on Ian 
recovery.  When schedules permit, we will be 
reaching out to our oyster gardeners to assess the 
damages caused by Ian and determine next steps.  
 
Seagrass Monitoring: At the beginning of May, committee members “dove in” to collect 
seagrass, algae, sediment and water samples at various locations in Lemon Bay as part of the 
“Eyes on Seagrass” monitoring program sponsored by UF/Sea Grant extension service. The 
samples collected were submitted for lab analysis, and the data collected will serve to 
determine the health of the seagrass beds in our area. Because seagrass provides vital 
habitat for hundreds of marine species, it is critically important to monitor and protect it.  
This program is expected to resume in the spring.  If you'd like to assist in the future, please 
call the LBC office and let us know. 
 
Enhanced LBC Website Focus on Water Quality:  To better inform our members and the 
public about water quality topics, Jane and Malcolm Collingwood, working with the LBC 
website design company, Magnetic New Media, have added a section to the LBC website 
(LemonBayConservancy.org) titled “Lemon Baywatch.” Clicking on that major heading, 
visitors will find pages for our seagrass and oyster gardening programs along with a page 
titled “Captain’s Report”.  This new page highlights multiple area-wide water quality issues 
and resources for additional information. We invite all boaters and beachgoers to be part of 
our “Eyes on the Water” campaign as we build an area wide directory to report all water 
related concerns, including red tide, blue-green algae blooms, and fish kills.  In a concerted 
effort to promote awareness of marine environmental issues, we will regularly feature partner 
organizations and other individuals working together to help protect our waters. 
 
Post-Ian Waterway Cleanup Partnership:  Recognizing the huge amounts of debris left in 
local waterways by Hurricane Ian, Suncoast Waterkeeper is working with Sarasota Bay 
Watch, Suncoast Aqua Ventures, the CHNEP, and Lemon Bay Conservancy to organize 
volunteer groups to remove debris from the water.  The focus is on a cleanup campaign for 
the creeks and canals of the Lemon Bay watershed.  These areas are generally accessible 
only by small boats and are now filled with large amounts of vegetative and solid debris from 
damaged homes that is fouling the waters and posing hazards to navigation.  Kayakers and 
small boat owners will be needed, as well as volunteers to do landside cleanup.  A first 
Waterways Cleanup Day along Ainger Creek is being planned for Sunday, December 11.  
Please check our LBC emails for details on this developing initiative. 

Lemon	BayWatch:		Water	Quality	Initiatives 
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  Lemon	Creek	Wild lower	Preserve:		Hurricane	Ian 

 

When our volunteer team returned to the preserve after Hurricane Ian’s winds subsided, the destruction 
was disheartening.  We knew there would be extensive damage to trees and shrubs, but we did not 
expect to find the enormous amounts of residential debris that had blown into the preserve from the 
neighboring communities to our north. We found the parking lot entry gates twisted and broken and 
discovered that a maintenance tool shed had been demolished.  Many of our educational and 
information signs were down or missing.  
 
Residential Debris:  The photo above provides a small glimpse of the residential debris. There are 
thousands of pieces of metal, sytrofoam, asphalt shingles and other household debris scattered 
throughout the preserve, much of it entangled in the surrounding vegetation.   

Cleaning up this debris will require many hundreds of hours of volunteer effort.  As discussed later in 
this article, the work is already underway, but we need your help!  

Vegetation Damage:  Ian’s vegetation damage varies significantly by species, size, and location.  The 
combination of Ian’s punishing winds and grounds soaked from earlier rains caused many large trees to 
be uprooted.  Younger plants, and those growing closer to ground level, generally did better than the 
larger and older trees in the preserve.   
· Throughout the preserve, the native wetland plantings have survived the storm largely unscathed.  

The wetland species planted as part of the restoration were chosen to handle varying water levels.  
So, the one-to-two-foot rise in pond water levels because of the storm’s rains was not a problem.  
And, leaf and stem damage was minimal. We cannot yet assess the extent of permanent damage to 
the mature mangroves growing along Lemon Creek on the preserve’s west side.  Most were partially 
or fully defoliated by Ian’s winds.  Mangroves need their leaves to help expel salt, so foliage damage 
can result in plant death.  However, we are hopeful that many of the mangroves will bounce back.   

· Most of the smaller trees and shrubs planted in the uplands as part of our restoration work have 
survived, although many are leaning.  Our volunteers have already staked more than 500 hundred 
trees to help them recover, and the staking effort continues.  Wax myrtle and salt bush, two of the 
most common native shrubs growing throughout the preserve, were heavily damaged, with many 
limbs broken, but most should survive. 

· Among our trees, the clear winner for hurricane survival is our cabbage palms.  We have hundreds 
of cabbage palms throughout the preserve, and we have found less than 20 that went down during 
the storm. Some of those that did go down were pushed over when a nearby pine or oak fell into 
them. 

· Our mature slash pines suffered extensive damage.  While slash pines are known to do fairly well in 
Category 1 to 3 hurricanes, they do not do fare well in strong hurricanes like Ian.  We estimate over 
20% of our large pines were destroyed by the immediate impacts of the storm.  In some cases, the 
trunks snapped.  In others, the roots broke loose from the wet ground and the entire tree went 
over.  Sadly, past hurricane research suggests that many more of our pines are likely to decline in 
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Hurricane	Ian	(Continued) 

the months ahead due to wind stresses that have twisted and damaged them and insects that are 
likely to attack the weakened trees. 

· Many of our live oaks survived the storm well, but others toppled when their root systems tore 
loose from ground.  Oaks with the most open exposure to the strong sustained winds we received 
from the north suffered the most damage.   

· Our Southern red cedars generally did not do well.  We had planted cedars in several locations 
throughout the preserve in recent years.  The trees are very desirable because their thick foliage 
can provide beneficial screening from nearby roads and buildings and because many birds use them 
for food and cover.  But, that dense foliage did not allow Ian’s winds to pass through easily and 
many of the cedars were uprooted or had their trunks broken. 
 

Recovery Is Beginning:  Despite damages to their own homes, our volunteers have been putting in 
many hours at the preserve clearing trails, cutting dangerous trees, removing debris, and 
implementing temporary repairs. It’s a monumental effort that will be continuing for months to come!   
 
We are very thankful for the tremendous boost to the cleanup work provided by more than 50 
volunteers from The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-day Saints.  On November 5th and 6th, teams 
worked with chainsaws to clear downed trees that were blocking preserve trails, and to cut down 
damaged trees that were leaning badly or posed safety hazards.  Other volunteers worked among the 
dense preserve shrubs, vines, and tall grasses to pull out large and small household debris that had 
blown into the preserve. Working with LBC volunteers, the debris was taken to the street right-of-
way, and stacked for later pick-up by county debris removal contractors.  

On November 18th and 19th, landscape professionals from Palm Island Landscaping and Twisted Tree & 
Debris, along with other local volunteers, donated their time and expertise to help us continue the work 
of clearing downed trees and pulling debris from the ponds.  Using chainsaws and heavy equipment, 
they worked in the central and western sections of the preserve, handling removal of many large, 
damaged pines and oaks.  And, they have offered to help us organize a larger community work day in 
December when they will come back again!   
 
More Help is Needed!  We are actively seeking volunteers to support our recovery efforts and we are 
applying for all available governmental assistance programs.  If you or your adult or youth community 
group would like to help, please give us a call. We need all the help we can get!   
 
We are also requesting financial donations.  We estimate $15,000 will be needed to repair damaged 
signs and structures, with much larger additional costs if it becomes necessary to hire debris removal 
professionals.  These storm-related expenses are in addition to our $50,000 annual operating budget 
for the preserve! 
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Juvenile	Tarpon	Research 

Since 2012, LBC volunteers have been working with research scientists to study the health and 
growth of juvenile tarpon in Lemon Creek.  We have a great team of volunteers who participate in 
the tarpon “net pull” program during the winter and spring months.  We use a 600’ long seine net 
to catch, measure, and release juvenile tarpon at two creek locations. 
 
Our goal is to determine if our restoration project has improved the tarpon habitat at the 
preserve and to support researchers from Florida Fish & Wildlife in their studies of the overall 
tarpon life cycle in Lemon Bay and Charlotte Harbor.  In initial post-restoration research, we have 
started to see juvenile tarpon using several of the newly expanded creek areas, staying longer 
and achieving larger sizes.  
 
Continued sampling is needed. However, our project is currently on hold due to Hurricane Ian. We 
need to open the trail we use to access the tarpon ponds, clear debris around the creek edges, 
and determine if there is underwater debris hidden within the ponds that could cause serious 
damage to our seine net.  We will work with representatives from Florida Fish & Wildlife to 
determine the state of the ponds. If you would like to volunteer for future net pulls, please call or 
email the LBC office. We will add you to our volunteer notification list for schedule updates.  

Volunteers	Make	It	All	Happen! 
Volunteers run our Lemon Bay Conservancy activities and programs.  Our organization simply 
would not exist without the extraordinary efforts of caring individuals dedicated to protecting and 
improving our beautiful local environments.  Every year, volunteers step forward to provide many 
hundreds of hours of effort.  Thank you to all of you for your time and dedication! 
 

This past spring, we had the opportunity at a volunteer appreciation 
dinner to recognize 16 individuals who have volunteered with Lemon Bay 
Conservancy for 10 years or more.  Yep, you read that right:  10+ years 
of service!  Here’s a special shout out to these amazing folks:  Abbie 
Banks, Per Christiansen, Bob Cooper, Jim Cooper, Hilary Dahms, 
Tom Duch, Gayle Duch, Bill Dunson, Margaret Dunson, Eva Furner, 
Bob Hildebrand, Pam Neer, Maura Qualls, Don Rippeon, Lucia 
Schatteleyn, and Bob Winter.  

 
If you have been thinking about volunteering your time, please contact us by phone or email.  We 
have lots of opportunities for outdoor projects, but we also need help with many other projects.  
Examples include creating an electronic archive of our historical records, maintaining our website, 
expanding our social media presence, speaking to community groups, researching grant 
opportunities, participating on planning committees, and helping run special events.  We would 
love to have your help! 
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Tonya was born and raised in the San Francisco Bay Area where family 
adventures helped her develop a love of nature at a young age. She 
grew up swimming in the Pacific and collecting rocks, bugs, flowers, 
feathers, bones, shells, and leaves from all the places that she 
wandered about.   
 
Based on her own childhood experiences, Tonya was drawn to the 
Montessori method of learning.  She earned her BA in education at the 
Village Montessori Teaching College in Fair Oaks, California.  Since 
then, she has been involved in teaching in many capacities, including 
writing curriculums, creating programs, and developing curated 
educational opportunities in both the public and private sectors. She 
has also owned a successful yoga studio. 
 

Tonya and her husband Steve have 6 grown children and 6 grandchildren.  After living in 
Nashville, Tennessee, for many years, she and Steve decided to move to Puerto Rico in 2016, 
where she had plans to teach and enjoy Isle de Encanto life to the fullest. Hurricane Maria's 
impact on the island in 2017 changed all that. Luckily, Steve and Tonya were visiting family and 
friends in Nashville when the hurricane struck. They were unable to fly into Puerto Rico until 
months later. In the interim, Steve’s mom called to ask for assistance with the damages to her 
home in Punta Gorda post Hurricane Irma. During day trips while working on the repairs, Steve 
and Tonya recognized just how rich the natural beauty, wildlife, and water is on and around Cape 
Haze, and they decided to relocate here full time in 2018. 
 
In her free time, Tonya is involved with nature conservation and education, freelance writing, 
public speaking, and leading eco tours at Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve. Whether its patrolling 
with Boca Grande Sea Turtle Association, studying Florida-specific flora and fauna with Mangrove 
Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, beachcombing,  enjoying an energizing game of pickle 
ball, or playing a challenging game of mallets, Jane Goodall’s words continue to inspire and 
remind her, “What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of difference you 
want to make.”  

Guided Walks at Lemon Creek Wildflower 
Preserve 
The Preserve remains closed for Hurricane Ian 
clean-up with the exception of these special 
guided walks. Come prepared for a hike on 
rough trails. All participants must stay with the 
group.  

Birding & Nature Walks - Dec. 5 & Dec. 13, 
8:30 a.m. Join Susy d’Hont on a leisurely stroll 
to explore the beauty of the preserve.  

Intro. To iNaturalist - Dec. 6, 9 a.m. Join 
Mike Weisense to learn about this amazing 
software for nature observations.  

Resilience after Ian - Dec. 17, 9 a.m.  Join 
Tonya & Steve Bramlage for a look at how 
nature is recovering at the preserve.  

Winter Solstice Walk - Dec. 21, 9 a.m. Join 
Charlie Woodruff to enjoy the wonders of nature 
at the preserve. 

Upcoming Special Events! 

LBC Annual Meeting - Jan. 30, 5:30—7:30 
p.m. 
A short business meeting will be followed by a 
special guest speaker.  Additional details will be 
announced by email. 

“Open House” at Lemon Creek Wildflower 
Preserve—Feb. 11, 8 a.m.—1:30 pm. 
We’re planning a special morning of walks, 
presentations, and informational booths staffed 
by local environmental organizations.  
Dependent on preserve recovery efforts, the 
date may change. Watch your email for more 
details.  

 

Additional walks and events will be announced 
by email.  If you are not receiving updates, 
please call the office so we can update your 
record. 

Upcoming	Guided	Walks	&	Special	Events 

Volunteer	Pro ile:		Tonya	Bramlage 
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The	LBC	Endowment	Fund 
For many of us, Hurricane Ian has pushed thoughts of special donations to the background, but it is 
times like these that remind us of the need to prepare for the long-term viability of LBC.  Over the 
past year, our LBC board has discussed the need for sustainable long-range funding to support the 
permanent protection and management of Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve. This article focuses on 
our LBC endowment fund as a key tool to support that goal.  

Non-profits like Lemon Bay Conservancy operate with a number of funding sources.  First, there is 
membership giving and unrestricted donations that cover our yearly operating costs - such as the 
costs of maintaining Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve, the annual scholarship for a Lemon Bay 
High School student, juvenile tarpon research costs, Charlotte County property taxes, running the 
office and the salary of our office manager. Also, we sometimes receive donations and grants that 
are to be used for a particular purpose.  

Next, there are occasional capital campaigns that allow us to take on bigger things like purchasing 
properties for conservation.  Finally, there is the endowment fund.   

An endowment fund is established when an organization and its donors consciously build a reserve 
for the purpose of creating a financial bedrock for the organization. The principal cannot be spent or 
withdrawn unless the Board says so, but the income from that principal is distributed. As the 
endowment grows through contributions and investment earnings, the fund provides support for 
both current needs and long-term sustainability. 

So, our endowment fund works with gifts that are designated beyond the day-to-day operation of 
our organization. In our case, income from the fund will be used to maintain, develop and enhance 
the Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve. The key is that each year, only a little of the endowment 
fund is used, so the remainder is left to grow. And over time, as gifts are made to it and the 
principal grows, the endowment fund becomes a substantial way for us to expand our conservation 
mission in Charlotte County. 

When you give to our endowment fund beyond your regular giving, you help build an organization 
that lasts. Since only a portion of the fund is used each year, what you give grows. And what grows 
sustains our mission as a permanent source of support. 

Our endowment fund is managed by the Gulf Coast Community Foundation (GCCF) based in Venice. 
GCCF has a team of philanthropic advisors who work with non-profits along with professional 
investment advisors.  By pooling assets from many organizations, they are able to draw from a 
variety of investment options that are not available to smaller organizations like ours. 

Today’s mission. Tomorrow’s mission. The mission 80 years from today. A non-profit like 
ours is on a mission. It’s not just about our work today. It’s about creating a durable foundation 
that lasts. And we can do that by giving something extra to our endowment fund, a fund that can 
grow even as we spend a portion of it on mission-critical expenses.  

For more details about how you can give above-and-beyond to the endowment fund or specify the 
endowment fund in your will or estate plan, contact Malcolm Collingwood, our Treasurer, on 917-
915-1076 or by email at malcolmcollingwood@gmail.com. 
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As you plan your year-end charitable donations, and think about options to support Lemon 
Bay Conservancy, you may want to consider these charitable giving options: 

Consider a Qualified Charitable Distribution as part of your IRA “RMD”:  If you’ve 
reached the age at which you are required to take a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 
from your IRA, a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) can be a smart strategy for 
minimizing your taxes and at the same time benefiting Lemon Bay Conservancy (and other 
charitable organizations).   Funds contributed directly from your IRA to qualified non-profit 
groups via QCD are not considered part of your taxable income for the year, allowing you to 
avoid paying taxes on that portion of your RMD.  Talk with your tax advisor and contact your 
IRA administrator to make arrangements. 

Consider Donating Appreciated Stock:  If you own stocks that have appreciated over 
time, donating the stocks directly to Lemon Bay Conservancy or another non-profit can allow 
you to avoid paying capital gains on the stocks and allow 100% of the stock value to 
transfer to the charity. If you itemize, you can claim a charitable donation for the fair market 
value of the stocks on the date of donation.  Check with your tax advisor to discuss your 
specific situation.  For details on the LBC account to which the assets would be transferred, 
please call the LBC office at 941-830-8922. 

 

Tax-Smart	Charitable	Giving	Ideas 

 
Even though the name breadbox implies that you will be using it to store bread, it is 
possible to use breadboxes for more than just bread and we have proof. You might 
remember your family having a breadbox when you were a kid. Typically, it was either a 
wood or metal box where you kept your bread so that it would stay safe when it was not 
needed. The specialized “bread safe” not only stored valuable baked goods, but also helped 
to prevent bread from becoming moldy, stale, or bug infested.  
 
Lemon Bay Conservancy Wildflower Preserve members Lary 
and Bonnie Stuhlmiller thoughtfully purchased Bonnie’s 
mother Helen one such breadbox many years ago. Helen 
never managed to make use of the box and graciously 
passed it back to Lary and Bonnie for adoption. The 
Stuhlmillers enjoyed having the breadbox for their use until it 
was finally deemed Goodwill-worthy. Lary, of course, had 
another idea in mind and managed to rescue it from the 
pickers. The breadbox was given a second life as an Owner 
and Parts Manual storage box in the maintenance shed at 
Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve.  
 
The eye of Ian was 35 miles across. To offer some additional 
perspective, the entire storm named Charley would fit neatly 
inside the eye of Ian.  This storm crawled over the Preserve, 
leaving the entire area ravaged by 120+ mph winds for an 
average of 4-5 hours and pouring out well over a foot of rain. 
Eager to get out and inspect the Preserve, Lary ventured out to take a quick inventory of 
storm damages. Not knowing what to expect, he discovered the equipment shed had been 
completely blown away, leaving all of the mowers chained together and intact. Scattered 
all around, the contents of the shed lay strewn about but retrievable.  
 
In the midst of the rubble, Lary spotted the old breadbox. What are the odds that it would 
still contained the original contents for safe keeping he wondered. To his amazement and 
great relief, Lary found all of the paperwork safely tucked inside the breadbox right where 
he entrusted it. Post hurricane Ian, it would seem that breadboxes are not just relics of the 
past, but make for an unusual safe house for equipment manuals! 

Beyond	Daily	Bread:		A	Good	Ian	Story 
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Lemon Bay Conservancy Contribu ons: 
 

To contribute online go to LemonBayConservancy.org.  To mail-in your membership and/or dona on, please follow the 
steps below.   

StepÊ1:ÊÊCutÊoffÊthisÊen reÊpageÊfromÊtheÊnewsle erÊtoÊuseÊasÊyourÊmail-inÊform. 
StepÊ2:ÊÊUseÊtheÊspaceÊaboveÊtoÊaddÊorÊupdateÊyourÊnameÊandÊmailingÊaddress. 
StepÊ3:ÊÊCompleteÊtheÊinforma onÊbelowÊforÊyourÊmembershipÊand/orÊdona on. 
StepÊ4:ÊÊMailÊyourÊcompletedÊformÊtoÊLBCÊusingÊtheÊaddressÊatÊtheÊtopÊle ÊcornerÊofÊthisÊpage. 

 

My Membership Contribu on:                □  New Member      □  Membership Renewal     
 □ $35 Individual     □ $50 Household / Suppor ng     □  $100 Patron     □ $250 Benefactor 

□ $500 Conservator     □  $750 Trustee of the Land     □ $1,000 Keeper of the Land 
□ $2,500 Guardian of the Land     □ $5,000 Steward of the Land 

   
My Dona on:  $__________   Apply my dona on to:  □ General fund   □Hurricane Recovery   □ LBC Endowment  
 

Form of Payment:   □  Credit Card     □  Check (PleaseÊmakeÊpayableÊtoÊLemonÊBayÊConservancy,ÊInc.)ÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
 
 
 
 
Contact Informa on:   PleaseÊaddÊyourÊinforma onÊbelow.ÊÊWe’llÊonlyÊuseÊthisÊinforma onÊforÊLBCÊpurposes. 

 
 

LBCÊisÊaÊ501©(3)Ênon-profitÊcorpora on.ÊÊA COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION (CH14541) AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION 
OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-HELPFLA, OR VIA THE INTERNET AT WWW.800HELPFLA.COM.  REGISTRATION DOES NOT 

IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 

My Email:   

My Telephone:   

Credit Card Informa on:    □ Visa     □ Master Card                    Security code: _________ 
             
Card Number:____________________________________________    Expira on Date: ______________ 

To mail a contribu on, please see the 
instruc ons below and write-in your name 
and address informa on below this line. 


