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Our	Mission:	 
 

Lemon Bay Conservancy works to 
protect the wildlife and natural 
habitats of Lemon Bay, Gasparilla 
Sound, and their watersheds 
through land preservation and 
restoration, water quality 
initiatives, environmental 
education, and advocacy for 
sustainable conservation policies. 
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Investing	in	Lemon	Bay’s	Future 
 

ForÊoverÊ50Êyears,ÊLemon Bay ConservancyÊhasÊbeenÊaÊtirelessÊ
guardianÊofÊtheÊbays,Êestuaries,ÊandÊfragileÊecosystemsÊthatÊmakeÊ
thisÊplaceÊsoÊspecial.ÊOurÊmissionÊtoÊprotectÊandÊpreserveÊthisÊ
naturalÊregionÊhasÊneverÊbeenÊmoreÊvital. 
 
ThanksÊtoÊyou,ÊourÊmembers,Êdonors,ÊandÊvolunteers,ÊourÊsuccessÊ
isÊvisibleÊacrossÊtheÊregion:ÊfromÊtheÊrestorationÊworkÊandÊ
educationalÊprogrammingÊatÊLemon Creek Wildflower Preserve,Ê
toÊourÊsupportÊofÊJuvenile Tarpon ResearchÊandÊcrucialÊLemon 
BayWatchÊeffortsÊlikeÊSeagrass MonitoringÊandÊClam 
Research.Ê 

Moreover,ÊweÊareÊactivelyÊlaunchingÊnewÊconservationÊefforts,Ê
includingÊourÊimportantÊnewÊendeavorÊtoÊacquireÊpropertiesÊthatÊ
willÊsupportÊBurrowing Owl Habitat Protection.ÊTheseÊhands-onÊ
activitiesÊareÊprotectingÊhabitats,ÊprovidingÊenvironmentalÊ
education,ÊandÊadvocatingÊforÊsustainableÊpolicies. 

AsÊweÊenterÊ2026,ÊweÊareÊembarkingÊonÊaÊboldÊnewÊdirectionÊ—ÊaÊ
clearÊpathÊtoÊelevateÊourÊworkÊandÊimpactÊ—ÊandÊweÊneedÊyourÊ
supportÊtoÊmakeÊitÊhappen!ÊTheÊConservancyÊisÊactivelyÊseekingÊaÊ
passionateÊandÊvisionaryÊExecutive Director.ÊHiringÊthisÊnewÊ
leaderÊwillÊimmediatelyÊelevateÊourÊcapacityÊforÊgrowth.ÊTheÊ
ExecutiveÊDirectorÊwillÊbeÊinstrumentalÊinÊhelpingÊusÊdevelopÊaÊ
futureÊvisionÊandÊguidingÊusÊtoÊtheÊnextÊlevelÊofÊeffectiveness. 

WillÊyouÊboldly reach forwardÊwithÊusÊtoÊbuildÊonÊourÊsuccessesÊ
andÊexpandÊourÊroleÊinÊprotectingÊourÊfragileÊlocalÊenvironment?ÊÊ
WeÊneedÊyourÊmembershipsÊandÊgenerousÊfinancialÊdonationsÊtoÊ
achieveÊourÊvisionÊandÊsuccessfullyÊexecuteÊbothÊourÊexistingÊworkÊ
andÊourÊnewÊconservationÊgoals.ÊÊ 

Thank you for your commitment to protecting our 
environment and for supporting Lemon Bay Conservancy! 

Please take a few minutes TODAY to send your contribution.  ToÊreduceÊ
expenses,ÊweÊwillÊnotÊbeÊmailingÊaÊseparateÊyear-endÊfundingÊappeal. 

Three ways to contribute:  
(1) GoÊtoÊLemonBayConservancy.orgÊandÊclickÊ“SupportÊOurÊCause.”ÊÊFromÊ

thereÊyouÊcanÊrenewÊyourÊmembershipÊorÊmakeÊaÊspecialÊdonation.ÊÊ 
(2) UseÊtheÊformÊonÊtheÊlastÊpageÊofÊthisÊnewsletterÊtoÊmailÊyourÊgift.Ê 
(3) UseÊtheÊQRÊcodeÊonÊtheÊnextÊpageÊtoÊsubmitÊyourÊ2026Êmembership. 
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LBC	Board	News 

New LBC Office: HurricaneÊHeleneÊfloodedÊourÊoldÊofficeÊinÊ
SeptemberÊ2024ÊandÊweÊlostÊmuchÊofÊourÊofficeÊequipmentÊandÊ
supplies.ÊÊWeÊareÊhappyÊtoÊreportÊthatÊweÊnowÊhaveÊaÊnewÊofficeÊ
locationÊatÊ460ÊWestÊDearbornÊStreetÊinÊEnglewood. 

OfficeÊhoursÊareÊ10ÊamÊ—Ê2Êpm,ÊMonday,ÊThursday,ÊandÊFriday.ÊÊ
PleaseÊcallÊaheadÊbeforeÊvisitingÊasÊthoseÊhoursÊwillÊsometimesÊ
vary.ÊÊTheÊofficeÊphoneÊisÊ941-830-8922. 

Mailing Address:  PleaseÊnoteÊweÊareÊcontinuingÊtoÊuseÊourÊ
P.O.ÊBoxÊforÊallÊmail.ÊÊOurÊmailingÊaddressÊis:  P.O. Box 1458, 
Englewood, FL 34295. 

New Office Manager: CarlaÊClarkÊ
joinedÊourÊLBCÊteamÊinÊOctoberÊasÊ
ourÊnew,Êpart-timeÊofficeÊmanager.ÊÊ
CarlaÊbringsÊvaluableÊexperienceÊ
workingÊinÊofficeÊmanagementÊandÊ
marketingÊtoÊherÊnewÊposition.ÊYouÊ
canÊreachÊCarlaÊatÊtheÊphoneÊnumberÊ
above,ÊorÊbyÊemailÊatÊ
LBConservancy@comcast.net. 

 

VisitÊourÊwebsite,ÊorÊuseÊthisÊQRÊ
CodeÊtoÊjoinÊorÊrenewÊyourÊLBCÊ

membership. 

Our	Ofϔice	&	Ofϔice	Manager 

New Board Members:  WeÊareÊpleasedÊtoÊwelcomeÊMarkÊ
HoranÊandÊLoulieÊMauranÊtoÊourÊLBCÊBoard!ÊBothÊareÊlong-timeÊ
LBCÊmembersÊwhoÊshareÊourÊpassionÊforÊprotectingÊourÊlocalÊ
environmentÊandÊwillÊbringÊvaluableÊperspectivesÊtoÊtheÊboard.Ê 

YouÊcanÊreadÊmoreÊaboutÊLoulieÊandÊMarkÊonÊourÊwebsiteÊatÊ
LemonBayConservancy.org/about/board. 

Call for Board Volunteers:  WeÊareÊalwaysÊlookingÊforÊ
individualsÊwhoÊwouldÊlikeÊtoÊstepÊintoÊleadershipÊrolesÊwithÊus.ÊÊ
IfÊyouÊmayÊbeÊinterestedÊinÊhelpingÊguideÊourÊLBCÊprograms,Ê
pleaseÊcallÊtheÊofficeÊandÊlet’sÊscheduleÊtimeÊtoÊtalk! 
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— Continued on page 4 —   

LemonÊBayÊConservancyÊisÊtakingÊaÊleadÊroleÊinÊaÊrecentlyÊlaunchedÊinitiativeÊtoÊhelpÊprotectÊaÊsmallÊ
colonyÊofÊFloridaÊBurrowingÊOwlsÊlivingÊinÊaÊdevelopingÊareaÊoffÊGasparillaÊRoad.ÊÊÊOurÊplansÊincludeÊaÊ
$100,000 fundraising goal toÊpurchaseÊandÊmaintainÊpropertiesÊforÊpermanentÊBurrowingÊOwlÊ
HabitatÊProtection! 

TheseÊcharismaticÊlittleÊowlsÊliveÊinÊundergroundÊ
burrowsÊandÊhuntÊinsectsÊandÊrodentsÊinÊtheÊ
surroundingÊgrasslands.ÊÊTheyÊareÊlistedÊbyÊtheÊFloridaÊ
FishÊ&ÊWildlifeÊConservationÊCommissionÊasÊaÊstate-
threatenedÊspecies,ÊprimarilyÊdueÊtoÊhabitatÊloss.ÊTheyÊ
layÊtheirÊeggsÊundergroundÊandÊwelcomeÊtheÊfragileÊ
newÊowletsÊtoÊtheÊareaÊaroundÊtheirÊburrows.ÊÊ 

OnlyÊoneÊsmallÊgroupÊofÊBurrowingÊOwls,ÊwithÊfewerÊ
thanÊ50Êadults,ÊliveÊinÊwesternÊCharlotteÊCounty. 

InÊJuneÊ2024,ÊSusyÊd’Hont,ÊLBCÊmemberÊandÊbirdingÊ
enthusiast,ÊcalledÊtogetherÊlocalÊenvironmentalistsÊ
andÊrepresentativesÊfromÊLemonÊBayÊConservancy,Ê
PeaceÊRiverÊAudubon,ÊandÊtheÊConservancyÊofÊNorthÊ
Port,ÊwithÊtheÊgoalÊofÊcreatingÊanÊactionÊplanÊtoÊhelpÊprotectÊourÊlocalÊowlsÊasÊtheÊareaÊaroundÊthemÊ
develops.ÊÊAÊset of action plans,ÊdiscussedÊbelow,ÊdevelopedÊoutÊofÊthatÊmeeting:ÊÊ 

Map and Monitor the Colony:  WeÊrecognizedÊtheÊneedÊtoÊestablishÊaÊfullÊunderstandingÊofÊtheÊlocalÊ
colonyÊbyÊidentifyingÊandÊmonitoringÊallÊknownÊburrowÊlocations.ÊÊToÊfulfillÊthatÊobjective,ÊaÊspreadsheetÊ
withÊallÊknownÊburrowÊlocationsÊwasÊcreatedÊand,ÊsinceÊDecemberÊ2024,ÊvolunteersÊfromÊLBCÊandÊPeaceÊ
RiverÊAudubonÊhaveÊbeenÊvisitingÊeachÊlocationÊanÊaverageÊofÊfourÊtimesÊaÊweekÊtoÊrecordÊtheÊnumberÊ
ofÊadultÊowlsÊandÊowletsÊpresent.ÊÊOverÊtime,ÊthisÊongoingÊtrackingÊwillÊallowÊusÊtoÊdetermineÊnestingÊ
successÊandÊmonitorÊtheÊhealthÊofÊtheÊcolony. 

Clearly Mark Burrow Locations:  WoodenÊstakesÊhaveÊbeenÊplacedÊtoÊestablishÊaÊ10’ÊperimeterÊ
aroundÊburrowsÊsoÊthatÊlandscapersÊwillÊavoidÊdrivingÊanyÊheavyÊequipmentÊoverÊtheÊburrows,ÊwhichÊ
canÊcauseÊburrowÊcollapse.ÊÊAÊwoodenÊt-postÊhasÊbeenÊplacedÊnearÊeachÊburrowÊentranceÊtoÊprovideÊaÊ
perchÊforÊtheÊowlsÊtoÊbetterÊobserveÊtheÊsurroundingÊareaÊforÊpotentialÊpredators.ÊÊ 

Begin Community Outreach:  InÊcooperationÊwithÊPeaceÊRiverÊAudubon,ÊanÊeducationalÊbrochureÊ
aboutÊtheÊowlsÊwasÊcreatedÊandÊmailedÊtoÊallÊlocalÊhomeowners.ÊTheÊpublishedÊstateÊregulationsÊforÊ
protectingÊtheÊowlsÊandÊtheirÊburrowsÊwereÊdiscussedÊwithÊtheÊpropertyÊowners’ÊassociationÊandÊwithÊ
theirÊmowingÊcontractor. 

Connect with Outside Experts:  SusyÊd’HontÊreachedÊ
outÊtoÊaÊstatewideÊBurrowingÊOwlÊnon-profit,ÊknownÊasÊ
ProjectÊPerch,ÊforÊideasÊonÊinstallingÊartificialÊburrowsÊtoÊ
provideÊbetterÊprotectedÊhomesÊforÊtheÊowls.ÊÊWeÊhaveÊ
alsoÊreachedÊoutÊtoÊgovernmentÊrepresentativesÊfromÊ
CharlotteÊCountyÊNaturalÊResourcesÊandÊFloridaÊFishÊ&Ê
WildlifeÊtoÊdiscussÊideasÊforÊprotectingÊtheÊcolony.ÊÊ 

PeaceÊRiverÊAudubonÊPresident,ÊBrenÊCurtis,ÊanÊactiveÊ
memberÊofÊourÊteam,ÊhasÊstudiedÊproceduresÊusedÊbyÊ
theÊAudubonÊBurrowingÊOwlÊteamÊonÊMarcoÊIslandÊandÊ
createdÊanÊinformationÊsectionÊonÊBurrowingÊOwlsÊonÊtheÊ
chapterÊwebsiteÊat: 
PeaceRiverAudubonSociety.org/birds-in-peril 

ThroughÊProjectÊPerch,ÊweÊhaveÊengagedÊwithÊresearchersÊfromÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊIdahoÊwhoÊareÊdoingÊ
geneticÊtestingÊtoÊbetterÊunderstandÊbothÊFloridaÊandÊWesternÊBurrowingÊOwlÊpopulationsÊ(whichÊareÊ

Protecting	Our	Burrowing	Owl	Neighbors 
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differentÊspecies)ÊandÊhaveÊhostedÊtheÊresearchersÊtoÊbandÊandÊtakeÊgeneticÊsamplesÊfromÊmembersÊ
ofÊourÊlocalÊcolony. 

Acquire Lots to Provide Permanent Owl Habitat: ÊLemonÊBayÊConservancyÊhasÊestablishedÊaÊ
programÊtoÊacquireÊselectedÊlotsÊtoÊprovideÊpermanentÊprotectedÊhabitsÊforÊtheÊowls.ÊÊWeÊhaveÊsentÊ
lettersÊtoÊlong-timeÊlotÊownersÊaskingÊthemÊtoÊconsiderÊdonatingÊtheirÊpropertyÊtoÊtheÊConservancyÊ
andÊhave,ÊsoÊfar,ÊreceivedÊoneÊdonatedÊlotÊthroughÊthisÊcampaign.ÊÊ 

ThanksÊtoÊveryÊgenerousÊdonationsÊfromÊaÊsmallÊgroupÊofÊinitialÊfinancialÊcontributors,ÊasÊofÊOctoberÊ
2025,ÊweÊhaveÊpurchasedÊfourÊadditionalÊlots.ÊÊWeÊhaveÊplacedÊartificialÊburrowsÊonÊeachÊofÊtheseÊ
lotsÊandÊareÊexcitedÊtoÊreportÊthatÊtheÊowlsÊhaveÊalreadyÊbeenÊseenÊcheckingÊoutÊtheirÊnewÊ“digs”.ÊÊ 

LotsÊinÊareasÊnearÊtheÊowlsÊareÊcurrentlyÊsellingÊinÊtheÊ$15,000ÊtoÊ$20,000Êrange.ÊÊOur goal for 2026 
is to raise $100,000 to fund additional property purchases and to provide for ongoing ownership 
costs. 

Want to Learn More or Help Us Out? 

Learn:ÊÊIfÊyou’dÊlikeÊtoÊlearnÊmoreÊaboutÊthisÊexcitingÊproject,ÊmarkÊyourÊcalendarÊtoÊjoinÊusÊforÊourÊ
LBCÊannualÊmeetingÊonÊJanuaryÊ22,Ê2026,ÊwhereÊourÊBurrowingÊOwlÊInitiativeÊwillÊbeÊtheÊfeaturedÊ
topic.ÊÊ(SeeÊpageÊ10ÊforÊmeetingÊdetails.)ÊÊWeÊalsoÊinviteÊyouÊtoÊvisitÊtheÊnewÊBurrowingÊOwlÊsectionÊ
onÊourÊLBCÊwebsiteÊatÊLemonBayConservancy.org/Burrowing-Owls. 

Volunteer:ÊÊWeÊneedÊvolunteersÊtoÊhelpÊwithÊburrowÊmonitoring,ÊburrowÊmaintenance,ÊandÊ
spreadsheetÊdataÊentry.ÊÊWeÊinviteÊyouÊtoÊcomeÊoutÊandÊhelpÊourÊvolunteerÊteam!ÊÊPleaseÊsendÊusÊanÊ
emailÊatÊinfo@LemonBayConservancy.org,ÊorÊcallÊtheÊoffice,ÊifÊyou’dÊlikeÊtoÊgetÊinvolved. 

Donate:ÊÊIfÊyou’dÊlikeÊtoÊmakeÊaÊspecialÊdonationÊonlineÊtoÊourÊnewÊBurrowingÊOwlÊHabitatÊ
ProtectionÊFund,ÊvisitÊLemonBayConservancy.org/Burrowing-Owls.ÊÊYouÊcanÊalsoÊcontributeÊbyÊ
completingÊtheÊspecialÊdonationÊsectionÊofÊtheÊformÊonÊpageÊ12ÊinÊthisÊnewsletter,ÊorÊbyÊcallingÊtheÊ
LBCÊoffice. 

A closing note:ÊÊYouÊmayÊrememberÊtheÊ2006ÊmovieÊHoot,ÊpartiallyÊfilmedÊonÊBocaÊGrande.ÊÊThatÊ
movieÊwasÊaboutÊaÊgroupÊofÊyoungÊchildrenÊtryingÊtoÊprotectÊBurrowingÊOwlÊhabitatÊfromÊdestruction! 

 

· BurrowingÊOwlsÊareÊ9”ÊtallÊwithÊaÊ21”Êwingspan. 
¨ TheyÊweighÊaroundÊ5Êounces,ÊaboutÊtheÊsameÊweightÊasÊaÊtennisÊ

ballÊorÊaÊdeckÊofÊcards. 
¨ TheyÊhaveÊbrightlyÊcoloredÊeyesÊandÊlongÊlegs. 
¨ TheirÊburrowsÊareÊanÊaverageÊofÊ5’Êlong,ÊsometimesÊupÊtoÊ12’,ÊandÊ

upÊtoÊ3’Êunderground. 
¨ TheÊfemaleÊlaysÊ1ÊtoÊ6ÊeggsÊandÊincubatesÊthemÊundergroundÊforÊ4Ê

weeksÊwhileÊtheÊmaleÊbringsÊfoodÊandÊkeepsÊwatchÊabove. 
¨ TheÊnewlyÊhatchedÊowletsÊremainÊundergroundÊforÊanÊadditionalÊ2Ê

weeksÊbeforeÊfirstÊemerging. 
¨ TheÊowletsÊbeginÊtryingÊtoÊflyÊalmostÊimmediately,ÊandÊcanÊflyÊwellÊ

atÊ6Êweeks. 
¨ TheÊparentsÊcontinueÊtoÊfeedÊtheÊowletsÊforÊ12ÊweeksÊuntilÊtheyÊareÊ

fullyÊindependent. 
¨ BurrowingÊOwlsÊcan’tÊmoveÊtheirÊeyes.ÊÊToÊseeÊinÊdifferentÊ

directions,ÊtheyÊcanÊturnÊtheirÊheadsÊ270Êdegrees. 

A	Few	Quick	Facts	about	Our	Florida	Burrowing	Owls: 

Protecting	Our	Burrowing	Owl	Neighbors	(Continued) 

A young owlet, about 3 weeks old 
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Report	from	Lemon	Creek	Wildϔlower	Preserve 

InÊJanuary,ÊweÊwillÊcelebrateÊtheÊ5th anniversary ofÊtheÊ
reopeningÊofÊLemonÊCreekÊWildflowerÊPreserveÊfollowingÊ
theÊmajorÊrestorationÊprojectÊundertakenÊbyÊLemonÊBayÊ
ConservancyÊ(LBC),ÊtheÊSouthwestÊFloridaÊWaterÊ
ManagementÊDistrictÊ(SWFWMD)ÊandÊtheÊNationalÊ
OceanicÊandÊAtmosphericÊAdministrationÊ(NOAA). 

FirstÊtimeÊvisitorsÊtoÊtheÊPreserveÊtodayÊmarvelÊatÊtheÊ
beautyÊofÊtheÊ“rewilded”ÊhabitatsÊandÊcannotÊimagineÊthatÊ
theÊlandÊwasÊonceÊaÊgolfÊcourse.ÊÊTheÊestuarineÊwetlands,Ê
freshwaterÊwetlands,ÊandÊuplandÊhabitatsÊofferÊwonderfulÊ
areasÊtoÊexploreÊandÊlearnÊaboutÊourÊfragileÊlocalÊ
ecosystems. 

DespiteÊtheÊmajorÊdamagesÊinflictedÊbyÊHurricaneÊIanÊinÊ2022ÊandÊHurricanesÊHeleneÊandÊMiltonÊinÊ
2024,ÊtheÊPreserveÊhasÊsurvivedÊandÊthrived.ÊÊWeÊhopeÊyou’llÊcomeÊoutÊandÊvisitÊsoon!Ê 

Hurricane Milton’s Surge Damage:  WhileÊHurricaneÊIan’sÊmajorÊimpactsÊwereÊwind-related,Ê
HurricaneÊMilton’sÊprimaryÊdestructiveÊforceÊwasÊwater.ÊÊByÊusingÊFWC’sÊwaterÊlevelÊloggers,Êcross-
referencedÊtoÊourÊsurveyedÊwaterÊlevelÊgauges,ÊweÊhaveÊcalculatedÊthatÊMilton’sÊstormÊsurgeÊroseÊtoÊ
8.2’ÊonÊtheÊNAVD1ÊscaleÊatÊMoorhenÊPond,ÊwhichÊisÊinÊtheÊcentralÊareaÊofÊtheÊpreserve,ÊandÊthatÊsurgeÊ
watersÊremainedÊoverÊ5’ÊforÊthirteenÊhoursÊbeforeÊreceding.ÊTheÊstormÊwatersÊovertoppedÊPlacidaÊRoadÊ
andÊhigh-salinityÊwaterÊsurgedÊthroughÊmostÊofÊtheÊPreserve’sÊ80-acres. 

PlantingsÊthroughoutÊtheÊpreserveÊthatÊwereÊnotÊtolerantÊtoÊsalt-waterÊimmersionÊwereÊkilledÊorÊheavilyÊ
damaged.ÊÊSpeciesÊthatÊwereÊbadlyÊdepletedÊincludeÊAlligatorÊFlag,ÊBlue-flagÊIris,ÊPickerelweed,ÊWaterÊ
Lily,ÊCypress,ÊFirebush,ÊandÊWildÊCoffee. 

DanaÊHoukal,ÊLBCÊvolunteerÊandÊprofessionalÊenvironmentalÊconsultant,ÊhasÊmonitoredÊsalinityÊlevelsÊ
regularlyÊsinceÊtheÊstorm.ÊÊThanksÊtoÊtheÊsummerÊrains,ÊexcessÊsalinityÊhasÊbeenÊflushedÊfromÊmostÊofÊ
ourÊfreshwaterÊwetlands.ÊÊTheÊprimaryÊexceptionÊisÊHosmanÊPond.ÊÊTheÊsalinityÊthereÊwasÊtheÊhighestÊ
measuredÊafterÊtheÊstormÊand,ÊwhileÊbetter,ÊitÊremainsÊhighÊoverÊaÊyearÊlater.ÊÊSadly,ÊalmostÊallÊofÊtheÊ
beautifulÊplantingsÊthatÊsurroundedÊthisÊpondÊhaveÊdied.ÊÊWithÊtheÊcoolerÊweatherÊthisÊwinterÊandÊtheÊ
returnÊofÊourÊseasonalÊvolunteers,ÊweÊhopeÊtoÊclearÊawayÊtheÊdamagedÊplantingsÊandÊbeginÊplacingÊ
new,ÊhighlyÊsalt-tolerantÊspecies.Ê 

Replanting in the Preserve Butterfly HabitatÊÊNotÊlongÊ
afterÊMilton’sÊstormÊsurgeÊreceded,ÊLBCÊvolunteersÊAnnÊ
WeaverÊandÊMauraÊQuallsÊnotedÊthatÊmanyÊofÊtheÊbutterflyÊ
nectarÊandÊhostÊplantsÊinÊtheÊButterflyÊHabitatÊfailedÊtoÊ
returnÊdueÊtoÊtheÊhurricaneÊdamage.ÊSoilÊsalinityÊlevelsÊ
wereÊup,ÊandÊitÊwasÊapparentÊthatÊmanyÊnativeÊplantsÊwereÊ
notÊsaltÊtolerant. 

AÊplanÊwasÊdevisedÊtoÊbringÊtransplantsÊfromÊtheirÊhomeÊ
gardensÊtoÊtestÊwhetherÊnewÊplantsÊwouldÊsurvive.ÊÊWildÊ
Petunia,ÊBlack-eyedÊSusans,ÊGoldenrod,ÊTropicalÊSalviaÊ
andÊPorterweedÊwereÊplantedÊandÊhandÊwateredÊdailyÊtoÊ
ensureÊtheirÊsurvivalÊinÊhot,ÊdryÊAprilÊandÊMay.ÊTheÊplantsÊ
didÊwell,ÊandÊmoreÊplantsÊwereÊadded,ÊpurchasedÊfromÊtheÊ
MangroveÊChapterÊofÊtheÊFloridaÊNativeÊPlantÊSociety. 

MauraÊandÊAnnÊbeganÊtoÊdesignÊplantingsÊforÊtheÊlargestÊhabitatÊarea,ÊaÊthirty-footÊdiameterÊcircleÊthatÊ
hadÊalmostÊnoÊsurvivingÊplants.ÊCardboardÊwasÊlaidÊtoÊsmotherÊgrassÊweedsÊandÊgardener’sÊpathsÊwereÊ
mulchedÊtoÊaccessÊthisÊlargeÊplantingÊspace.ÊInÊMay,ÊtheÊConservancyÊ — Continued on page 6 —   
1 NAVD, the North American VerƟcal Datum, is the most commonly used scale for elevaƟon surveys.  The typical water elevaƟons in the preserve fresh-
water ponds range from a low close to 0’ NAVD in the dry season to a high over 4’ aŌer periods of heavy rain.   Most upland areas in the preserve have 
elevaƟons ranging from 1’ to 7’ NAVD.  Our highest elevaƟon is approximately 16’ atop the big preserve hill. 

Ann Weaver and Maura Qualls 
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  Lemon	Creek	Wildϔlower	Preserve	Report	(Continued) 

 

purchasedÊ74ÊnativeÊplantsÊtoÊfillÊthisÊarea.ÊYellowÊ
Top,ÊPartridgeÊPea,ÊBlue-eyedÊGrass,ÊPinelandÊ
Heliotrope,ÊStarryÊRosinweed,ÊTropicalÊSalvia,ÊCoastalÊ
Verbena,ÊCalamint,ÊDottedÊHorsemint,ÊLantana,Ê
Goldenrod,ÊFalseÊRosemary,ÊAsters,ÊBlack-eyedÊ
Susans,ÊTeabush,ÊCarolinaÊJessamineÊandÊBlueÊSageÊ
areÊaddingÊyellow,Êwhite,Êpurple,ÊredÊandÊblueÊ
blossomsÊtoÊtheÊgarden. 

RainyÊseasonÊwasÊstillÊweeksÊawayÊandÊPreserveÊ
pondsÊwereÊstillÊhighÊinÊsalinity,ÊsoÊMauraÊandÊAnnÊ
broughtÊwaterÊfromÊhomeÊtoÊhelpÊtheÊplantsÊsurvive.Ê
MartiÊandÊJimÊKrugÊhelpedÊprepÊtheÊbed,ÊweedÊandÊ
plant.ÊJackÊSimmondsÊplacedÊstakesÊforÊshadeÊclothsÊ
andÊedgedÊtheÊbedÊwithÊcutÊlogs. 

Finally,ÊtheÊrainsÊcame,ÊgreatlyÊhelpingÊtheÊnewÊ
plants.ÊMonarch,ÊCloudlessÊSulphur,ÊWhiteÊPeacock,Ê
GiantÊSwallowtailÊandÊFloridaÊWhiteÊbutterfliesÊareÊ
visitingÊtheÊHabitatÊregularly,ÊenjoyingÊtheÊnewÊnectarÊ
plants.ÊÊIfÊyou’dÊlikeÊtoÊvisitÊtheÊHabitat,ÊtoÊvolunteerÊ
orÊtoÊaskÊquestions,ÊMauraÊandÊAnnÊareÊusuallyÊthereÊ
earlyÊonÊThursdayÊmorningsÊandÊtheyÊareÊofferingÊaÊ
tourÊofÊtheÊHabitatÊatÊ9:00Êa.m.ÊonÊtheÊthirdÊThursdayÊ
ofÊeachÊmonthÊthroughÊMay. 

1000 Seedlings Pine Planting:  InÊJune,ÊLBCÊ
volunteersÊplantedÊ1000ÊcontainerizedÊSouthÊFloridaÊ
SlashÊPineÊseedlingsÊatÊtheÊPreserveÊusingÊaÊ
reforestationÊprogramÊsponsoredÊbyÊtheÊFloridaÊ
ForestryÊService.ÊÊBradÊKortÊcoordinatedÊanÊ
enthusiasticÊgroupÊofÊvolunteersÊfromÊtheÊRotondaÊ
WestÊWoman’sÊClubÊandÊLemonÊBayÊConservancyÊinÊ
two-hourÊshiftsÊtoÊplantÊtheÊtrees.  UsingÊdibbleÊbars,Ê
theÊvolunteersÊworkedÊinÊtwo-personÊteamsÊinÊourÊhotÊ
andÊhumidÊsummerÊconditions.  ÊTheÊteamsÊplantedÊ
600ÊpineÊseedlingsÊonÊtheÊpreserveÊmoundÊnearÊ
PlacidaÊRoad,ÊandÊ400ÊseedlingsÊatÊlocationsÊaroundÊ
DuckweedÊPondÊandÊnearÊtheÊpreserveÊtrailÊeastÊofÊ
theÊLemonÊCreekÊwetlands.ÊÊDanaÊHoukalÊisÊ
monitoringÊsurvivalÊofÊtheÊseedlingsÊandÊsoÊfarÊreportsÊ
aÊremarkableÊ80+%ÊsurvivalÊrate. 

Eagle Scout Service Project:  InÊJuly,ÊWesleyÊ
Cantrell,ÊforÊhisÊEagleÊScoutÊServiceÊProject,ÊledÊaÊ
groupÊofÊscoutsÊfromÊTroopÊ26ÊinÊbuildingÊaÊnewÊ
informationÊkioskÊinÊtheÊsouthwesternÊareaÊofÊtheÊ
preserve,ÊnearÊspecialÊinterestÊpointÊ“T”ÊonÊourÊtrailÊ
map.ÊÊTheÊkioskÊisÊconstructedÊwithÊpressureÊtreatedÊ
6”xÊ6”Êposts,ÊstainlessÊsteelÊboltsÊandÊaÊmetalÊroof.ÊÊ 

WeÊareÊusingÊtheÊnewÊkioskÊtoÊprovideÊvisitorsÊwithÊ
educationalÊsignageÊaboutÊLemonÊCreekÊandÊourÊ
juvenileÊtarponÊresearchÊproject.ÊÊWesley’sÊeffortÊ
marksÊtheÊfourthÊEagleÊScoutÊServiceÊProjectÊ
completedÊatÊLemonÊCreekÊWildflowerÊPreserve! 

New Educational Signage and Videos:  TheÊnewÊ
signsÊatÊtheÊkioskÊareÊtwoÊofÊelevenÊnewÊeducationalÊ
signsÊbeingÊputÊinÊplaceÊthisÊfallÊatÊtheÊPreserve.ÊÊTheÊ
signs,ÊdevelopedÊbyÊvolunteerÊEvaÊFurner,ÊareÊ
positionedÊatÊSpecialÊInterestÊPointsÊshownÊonÊtheÊ
preserveÊtrailÊmapÊandÊcoverÊtopicsÊincludingÊPreserveÊ
waterÊflows,Êmangroves,ÊephemeralÊponds,ÊandÊtheÊ
LemonÊCreekÊbridge.ÊÊBobÊWinterÊisÊproducingÊnewÊ
videosÊforÊourÊLemonÊBayÊConservancyÊYouTubeÊ
channelÊthatÊcoverÊeachÊtopicÊandÊcanÊbeÊaccessedÊbyÊ
QRÊcodesÊonÊtheÊsigns.ÊÊTheÊnewÊeducationalÊsignsÊ
andÊvideosÊjoinÊelevenÊSpecialÊInterestÊPointÊsigns/
videosÊalreadyÊinÊplaceÊatÊtheÊPreserve. 

Our Amazing Preserve Volunteers:  BeyondÊtheÊ
specialÊprojectsÊhighlightedÊabove,ÊourÊincredibleÊ
volunteersÊworkÊonÊactivitiesÊthroughoutÊtheÊyearÊtoÊ
helpÊmonitor,Êmaintain,ÊandÊenhanceÊtheÊPreserve.ÊÊ
OngoingÊeffortsÊincludeÊmonthlyÊwaterÊqualityÊtesting,Ê
weeklyÊbirdÊsurveys,ÊplantÊsurvivalÊsurveys,Ê
managementÊofÊtheÊbirdÊfeedingÊarea,ÊmaintenanceÊofÊ
theÊpurpleÊmartinÊgourds,ÊguidedÊnatureÊwalks,ÊandÊ
theÊnever-endingÊtasksÊofÊtrailÊmowing,ÊclearingÊvinesÊ
fromÊplantings,Êweeding,ÊcontrollingÊinvasives,ÊandÊ
cleaningÊbenchesÊandÊsigns. 

ManyÊofÊourÊdedicatedÊvolunteersÊreturnÊyear-after-
year. ÊThisÊMarch,ÊatÊourÊannualÊPreserveÊvolunteerÊ
appreciationÊdinner,ÊweÊwereÊdelightedÊtoÊ
recognize 27ÊactiveÊPreserveÊvolunteers whoÊhaveÊ
contributedÊtheirÊtimeÊandÊskillsÊatÊtheÊPreserve forÊ5-
yearsÊorÊmore.ÊÊWithinÊthatÊgroup,ÊweÊrecognized 10Ê
volunteersÊwhoÊhadÊpreviouslyÊreachedÊtheirÊ10-yearÊ
volunteerÊmilestoneÊandÊpresentedÊacrylicÊplaquesÊtoÊ
4ÊvolunteersÊwhoÊjoinedÊtheÊ10-yearÊgroupÊthisÊpastÊ
season:ÊÊJoeÊGallagher,ÊDonÊHamilton,ÊMarjÊ
Hamilton, and JohnÊMcCurley. 

ForÊtheÊfirstÊtime,ÊweÊrecognizedÊvolunteersÊwhoÊhaveÊ

A few of our wonderful volunteers posing for a snapshot after a morning work 
session at the Preserve 
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Preserve	Report	(Continued) 

HereÊareÊupdatesÊonÊourÊimportantÊWaterÊQualityÊInitiatives: 

Seagrass: InÊtheÊspringÊofÊ2025,ÊLemonÊBayÊConservancyÊsignedÊaÊcontractÊwithÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊ
FloridaÊIFASÊandÊSeaGrantÊtoÊbecomeÊtheÊcommunityÊpartnerÊtoÊoverseeÊtheÊspringÊandÊsummerÊ
seagrassÊmonitoringÊprogramÊinÊLemonÊBay.ÊAsÊaÊcommunityÊpartner,ÊLBCÊprovidesÊequipmentÊandÊ
volunteers,ÊandÊconductsÊtheÊprogramÊinÊourÊlocalityÊunderÊtheÊguidelinesÊofÊUF|IFASÊandÊSeaGrant. 

VolunteerÊDavidÊPerryÊwasÊappointedÊLemonÊBayÊSeagrassÊ
Coordinator.ÊDavidÊandÊhisÊpartnerÊGreggÊBanksÊworkedÊ
manyÊhoursÊorganizingÊandÊconstructingÊequipment,Ê
scheduling,ÊtrainingÊvolunteers,ÊandÊcollectingÊeachÊsite’sÊ
results.ÊManyÊofÊourÊsamplingÊsitesÊareÊnotÊkayakingÊorÊ
wadingÊfriendlyÊsoÊDavidÊandÊGregÊmadeÊseveralÊtripsÊwithÊ
differentÊvolunteerÊgroupsÊinÊtheirÊboatÊtoÊgiveÊvolunteersÊ
thatÊwouldÊotherwiseÊbeÊunableÊtoÊparticipateÊinÊtheÊ
surveyÊanÊopportunityÊtoÊbeÊaÊpartÊofÊthisÊimportantÊ
endeavor.ÊOnceÊtheÊdataÊwasÊcollectedÊforÊeachÊsite,ÊDavidÊ
andÊGregÊorganizedÊandÊtransmittedÊitÊtoÊtheÊSeaGrantÊ
agentÊforÊinclusionÊinÊtheÊstatewideÊSeagrassÊMonitoringÊ
Program. 

WithoutÊDavidÊandÊGreg,ÊthisÊprogramÊwouldÊnotÊhaveÊ
beenÊsuccessful,ÊandÊweÊexpressÊourÊsincerestÊthanksÊtoÊ

bothÊofÊthem.ÊInÊaddition,ÊweÊwishÊtoÊwarmlyÊthankÊallÊtheÊvolunteersÊthatÊjumpedÊintoÊtheÊwater,Ê
paddledÊorÊdroveÊboats,ÊandÊotherwiseÊassistedÊinÊcollectingÊdataÊforÊthisÊprogram.ÊÊ 

Eco-Kayak Tours: AgainÊthisÊpastÊyear,ÊCharlieÊWoodruff,ÊJayneÊDean,ÊandÊBethÊMcKinleyÊledÊLBCÊ
kayakersÊonÊtoursÊthroughoutÊLemonÊBayÊandÊalongÊsomeÊofÊitsÊtributaries.ÊTheyÊareÊinformativeÊtourÊ
guidesÊandÊwillinglyÊshareÊtheirÊknowledgeÊandÊunderstandingÊofÊtheÊenvironmentÊwithÊattendees.ÊTwiceÊ
theyÊandÊothersÊmadeÊpost-hurricaneÊmangroveÊandÊshorelineÊdebrisÊcleanupÊpartÊofÊtheirÊexcursion,Ê
resultingÊinÊtheÊcollectionÊofÊlargeÊandÊsmallÊtrash,ÊmuchÊofÊitÊhigh-hangingÊplastic,ÊasÊwellÊasÊoneÊ

Lemon	BayWatch:		Water	Quality	Initiatives 

donatedÊtheirÊtimeÊandÊeffortsÊfor aÊremarkableÊ15Êyears!  That’sÊtheÊentireÊtimeÊLBCÊhasÊownedÊtheÊ
Preserve!  TheÊindividualsÊjoiningÊthisÊprestigiousÊgroupÊare:  BobÊCooper,ÊBillÊDunson,ÊEvaÊFurner,ÊBobÊ
Hildebrand, and MauraÊQualls.ÊEachÊreceivedÊaÊcustomÊslateÊplaqueÊtoÊacknowledgeÊtheirÊefforts. 

ThereÊareÊalwaysÊaÊvarietyÊofÊprojectsÊtoÊdoÊatÊtheÊPreserve.ÊÊWhyÊnotÊcomeÊoutÊandÊjoinÊourÊvolunteerÊ
team?ÊÊJustÊcallÊtheÊofficeÊatÊ941-830-8922ÊorÊsendÊusÊanÊemailÊatÊinfo@LemonBayConservancy.org,ÊandÊ
we’llÊgetÊinÊtouchÊtoÊdiscussÊyourÊinterestsÊandÊourÊneeds!Ê 

New Preserve Manager:  WithÊallÊtheÊongoingÊprojectsÊatÊtheÊPreserve,ÊtheÊ
LBCÊboardÊdecidedÊthisÊpastÊsummerÊthatÊweÊshouldÊhireÊaÊPreserveÊManagerÊtoÊ
coordinateÊefforts.ÊÊWeÊareÊpleasedÊtoÊannounceÊthatÊChadÊLymanÊhasÊjoinedÊ
ourÊteamÊasÊourÊnew,Êpart-timeÊPreserveÊManager.  Chad,ÊwhoÊrecentlyÊ
obtainedÊhisÊFloridaÊMasterÊNaturalistÊcertification,ÊwillÊbeÊcoordinatingÊ
volunteerÊeffortsÊonÊrestorationÊandÊmaintenanceÊprojects,ÊschedulingÊwalksÊ
andÊevents,ÊensuringÊtheÊpreserve'sÊequipmentÊisÊinÊgoodÊworkingÊorder,Ê
managingÊinvasiveÊspeciesÊtreatmentÊprograms,ÊmonitoringÊpreserveÊ
conditions,ÊandÊimplementingÊrepairÊprojects.Ê 

ChadÊwillÊalsoÊcommunicateÊregularlyÊwithÊtheÊLBCÊBoardÊofÊDirectorsÊonÊ
activitiesÊcompleted,ÊplannedÊprojects,ÊandÊpreserveÊneeds.  ÊIfÊyouÊwouldÊlikeÊtoÊreachÊChadÊwithÊ
preserveÊquestionsÊorÊideas,ÊhisÊemailÊisÊLemonBay.Chad@gmail.com.Ê 

— Continued on page 8 —   

A boatload of volunteers heading out for seagrass monitoring 
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Lemon	BayWatch:		Water	Quality	Initiatives	(Continued)  
“distressed”ÊAgathaÊBearÊ(aÊstuffedÊ
bunnyÊdressedÊasÊaÊbear).ÊTheÊnewÊ
hurricane-producedÊopeningÊonÊ
ManasotaÊKey,ÊreferredÊtoÊasÊMilton’sÊ
Pass,ÊwasÊaÊnewÊsiteÊexploredÊbyÊ
kayakers.ÊWithÊStumpÊPassÊStateÊ
ParkÊclosedÊdueÊtoÊstormÊdamage,Ê
thisÊwasÊaÊgreatÊwayÊtoÊseeÊandÊ
exploreÊthatÊpartÊofÊLemonÊBay.Ê
WatchÊourÊLBCÊemailsÊforÊupcomingÊ
tourÊschedules. 

Community Outreach: WeÊwereÊ
privilegedÊtoÊbeÊinvitedÊtoÊseveralÊ
communityÊeventsÊtoÊtalkÊaboutÊtheÊamazingÊthingsÊLemonÊBayÊConservancyÊbringsÊtoÊtheÊ
community.ÊInÊDecember,ÊweÊmetÊandÊtalkedÊwithÊattendeesÊatÊtheÊCommunityÊResourceÊFairÊandÊatÊ
aÊChristmasÊeventÊonÊDearbornÊStreet,ÊwhereÊweÊwereÊtheÊsecondÊbiggestÊattractionÊafterÊSanta. 

AprilÊwasÊaÊbusyÊmonth!ÊWeÊparticipatedÊinÊtheÊCoffeeÊandÊConservationÊseriesÊatÊtheÊChamberÊofÊ
CommerceÊwhereÊweÊgaveÊaÊpresentationÊonÊclamsÊandÊoystersÊandÊtheirÊimportantÊroleÊinÊ
maintainingÊaÊhealthyÊecosystem.ÊWeÊspokeÊtoÊaÊcoupleÊofÊhomeownersÊassociationsÊtoÊspreadÊtheÊ
wordÊaboutÊwhatÊpropertyÊownersÊcanÊdoÊtoÊkeepÊtheÊenvironmentÊhealthy,ÊandÊespeciallyÊtoÊfosterÊ
interestÊinÊwaterÊqualityÊissues.ÊWeÊroundedÊoutÊtheÊmonthÊwithÊaÊtableÊatÊtheÊannualÊEarthÊDayÊ
CelebrationÊhostedÊbyÊCedarÊPointÊEnvironmentalÊPark.ÊAlongÊwithÊotherÊareaÊconservationÊgroupsÊ
andÊagencies,ÊweÊpromotedÊourÊworkÊandÊespeciallyÊappealedÊtoÊattendingÊyouth. 

OctoberÊsawÊusÊatÊtheÊlocallyÊpopularÊandÊwellÊattendedÊ
EnglewoodÊWaterfest.ÊÊAgainÊthisÊyear,ÊLBCÊwasÊinvitedÊ
toÊhaveÊaÊtableÊinÊtheÊConservationÊTent.ÊTheÊWaterfestÊ
volunteerÊteamÊworkedÊforÊmanyÊhoursÊonÊourÊexhibit.Ê
WeÊdebutedÊourÊLuckyÊDuckyÊConservationÊGameÊ
whereÊparticipantsÊspunÊtheÊwheelÊandÊwereÊaskedÊaÊ
questionÊrelatedÊtoÊtheÊcategoryÊthatÊtheÊwheelÊstoppedÊ
on.ÊItÊwasÊaÊfunÊandÊeducationalÊwayÊtoÊinteractÊwithÊ
attendees,ÊmanyÊofÊwhomÊwereÊnotÊacquaintedÊwithÊ
LBCÊandÊourÊprograms.ÊWeÊalsoÊhadÊourÊwaterÊcycleÊ
posterÊandÊinformationÊgivingÊvisitorsÊaÊchanceÊtoÊlearnÊ
howÊwaterÊcyclesÊthroughÊtheÊearthÊandÊskiesÊandÊtheÊ
importanceÊofÊconservationÊandÊlimitingÊtheÊuseÊofÊ
pesticidesÊandÊfertilizers. 

Clam Research: OnÊaÊcoldÊandÊwindyÊSundayÊmorningÊinÊDecemberÊ2024,ÊweÊfinalizedÊourÊclamÊ
pilotÊstudy.ÊTheÊpilotÊstudyÊwasÊdoneÊtoÊdetermineÊifÊtheÊSouthernÊHardshellÊClamÊ(Mercenaria 
campechiensis)ÊcouldÊbeÊrestoredÊtoÊLemonÊBay.ÊOfÊourÊthreeÊtrialÊsites,ÊwhichÊwereÊestablishedÊinÊ
JuneÊ2024,ÊoneÊwasÊcompletelyÊdestroyedÊbyÊHurricanesÊHeleneÊandÊMilton,ÊandÊweÊcouldÊnotÊ
retrieveÊourÊgearÊorÊfindÊanyÊclams.ÊAnotherÊsiteÊwasÊpartiallyÊburiedÊand,ÊwhileÊweÊwereÊableÊtoÊ
retrieveÊourÊgear,ÊtheÊplantedÊclamsÊdidÊnotÊsurviveÊtheÊshiftingÊsands.ÊOurÊthirdÊsiteÊwasÊmuchÊmoreÊ
successful,ÊhavingÊbeenÊplacedÊinÊaÊmoreÊsecludedÊcove.ÊAÊreasonableÊnumberÊofÊclamsÊsurvived,Ê
andÊitÊwasÊdeterminedÊthatÊthisÊlocationÊwouldÊbeÊaÊgoodÊplaceÊtoÊstartÊaÊclamÊsanctuary.ÊWeÊareÊ
beginningÊworkÊwithÊDr.ÊErnestoÊLassoÊdeÊlaÊVegaÊonÊpermittingÊforÊtheÊsanctuary.ÊÊNewÊresearchÊ
suggestsÊthatÊclamsÊplacedÊinÊareasÊwithÊseagrassÊscarsÊhelpÊpromoteÊfasterÊseagrassÊgrowth.ÊÊInÊ
additionÊtoÊtheÊsanctuary,ÊweÊareÊconsideringÊaÊpilotÊstudyÊtoÊplaceÊclamsÊwithinÊseagrassÊscars. 

Vertical Oyster Gardens (VOGs):  VOGsÊareÊstrandsÊofÊoysterÊshellsÊhungÊfromÊdocksÊinÊareasÊ
whereÊoystersÊgrowÊnaturally.ÊÊBabyÊoystersÊ(spat)ÊfloatÊaroundÊinÊtheÊwaterÊcolumnÊandÊeventuallyÊ
attachÊtoÊanyÊhardÊsurface,ÊincludingÊVOGs.ÊÊAnÊadultÊoysterÊcanÊfilterÊupÊtoÊ50ÊgallonsÊofÊwaterÊperÊ
day,ÊremovingÊexcessÊnutrients,Êsediments,ÊandÊalgae.ÊÊInÊtheÊmonthsÊahead,ÊweÊwillÊbeÊworkingÊtoÊ
deployÊourÊoysterÊgardensÊinÊtheÊcanalsÊonÊBocaÊGrande.Ê 

Clearing hurricane debris from the mangroves on a kayak excursion 

Visitors to the LBC display at Waterfest 



Lemon Bay Conservancy | Fall 2025 

                                          9 

                                                                                                                                                                           www.LemonBayConservancy.org 

FWC	Juvenile	Tarpon	Research	Update:		November	2025 
JuvenileÊtarponÊ(Megalops atlanticus)ÊuseÊcoastalÊmarshÊponds,ÊlikeÊthoseÊfoundÊinÊ
LemonÊCreekÊWildflowerÊPreserve,ÊasÊimportantÊnurseryÊhabitats.ÊSuchÊnurseriesÊ
provideÊampleÊfood,ÊroomÊforÊfishÊtoÊgrow,ÊandÊallowÊforÊmovementÊintoÊtheÊopenÊ
estuary.ÊHowever,ÊpriorÊtoÊtheÊrestorationÊofÊWildflowerÊPreserveÊthatÊoccurredÊinÊ
2020,ÊtheÊhabitatÊwasÊfoundÊtoÊbeÊsuboptimalÊforÊsupportingÊtarpon.ÊFishÊseemedÊ
toÊbeÊcrowdedÊandÊwereÊnotÊgrowingÊtoÊtheÊsameÊsizesÊasÊthoseÊinÊnaturalÊhabitatsÊ
beforeÊleavingÊtheÊsafetyÊofÊtheÊponds.Ê 

ThanksÊtoÊaÊlargeÊgrantÊfromÊtheÊNationalÊOceanicÊandÊAtmosphericÊAdministrationÊ
(NOAA),ÊtheÊFWCÊhasÊtaggedÊnineÊtarponÊwithÊacousticÊtransmittersÊtoÊtrackÊtheirÊ
movementsÊthroughoutÊtheÊpreserve.ÊThisÊallowsÊFWCÊscientistsÊtoÊbetterÊassessÊ
howÊtheÊfishÊareÊusingÊtheÊrestoredÊareas,ÊandÊtoÊdetermineÊifÊtheyÊareÊsuccessfullyÊ
leavingÊtheÊnurseryÊandÊatÊwhatÊsize.ÊUnderstandingÊtarponÊmovementsÊinÊ
WildflowerÊPreserveÊ—ÊinÊconjunctionÊwithÊabundanceÊandÊsizeÊinformationÊ

collectedÊbyÊtheÊLemonÊBayÊConservancyÊtarponÊnetÊpullsÊ—ÊwillÊhelpÊtoÊbetterÊunderstandÊtheÊlifeÊcycleÊ
ofÊtarponÊandÊbringÊawarenessÊtoÊthisÊiconicÊspecies. 

AcousticÊreceiversÊ(instrumentsÊthatÊlistenÊforÊtaggedÊfish)ÊwereÊplacedÊthroughoutÊtheÊrestoredÊpreserveÊ
pondsÊinÊMarchÊofÊ2025.ÊFollowingÊtheÊfirstÊperiodicÊdownloadÊofÊtheÊdataÊcollectedÊbyÊtheÊreceivers,Ê
preliminaryÊanalysisÊshowedÊthatÊthreeÊofÊtheÊnineÊtaggedÊtarponÊsuccessfullyÊexitedÊtheÊpreserveÊ
throughÊLemonÊCreek.ÊTheÊfishÊrangedÊinÊlengthÊfromÊ18-29ÊinchesÊandÊdifferedÊinÊtheirÊuseÊofÊtheÊpondsÊ
asÊwellÊasÊtheÊdateÊatÊwhichÊtheyÊleftÊtheÊpreserveÊ(SeeÊfigureÊbelow).Ê 

TarponÊ3ÊwasÊtrackedÊmovingÊbackÊandÊforthÊbetweenÊtheÊPonds.ÊThisÊinformationÊimpliesÊthatÊtheÊ
tarponÊareÊusingÊmultipleÊpondsÊinÊtheÊnewlyÊcreatedÊhabitatÊandÊareÊfarÊlessÊcrowdedÊthanÊtheyÊwereÊ
priorÊtoÊrestoration.ÊÊDataÊfromÊtheÊmonthlyÊnetÊpullsÊhasÊshownÊthatÊtarponÊareÊachievingÊlargerÊsizesÊ
followingÊrestoration,ÊimplyingÊthatÊthisÊadditionalÊspace,ÊandÊpresumablyÊadequateÊfood,ÊhaveÊimprovedÊ
theÊconditionÊofÊtheÊnursery.ÊTheÊemigrationÊofÊtarponÊfromÊtheÊpreserveÊtoÊtheÊopenÊestuaryÊatÊlargerÊ
sizesÊthanÊbeforeÊgivesÊtheÊtarponÊaÊgreaterÊchanceÊofÊsurvivalÊoverÊtheÊlongÊrun. 

InÊadditionÊtoÊacousticÊreceivers,ÊdataÊloggersÊtrackingÊwaterÊlevelsÊassociatedÊwithÊtides,ÊstormÊsurge,Ê
andÊrainÊorÊdroughtÊeventsÊhaveÊbeenÊplacedÊthroughoutÊWildflowerÊPreserve.ÊTheÊfirstÊtarponÊemigratedÊ
onÊMayÊ12th,ÊduringÊaÊkingÊtide.ÊÊTheÊtwoÊotherÊtarponÊemigratedÊatÊtheÊpeakÊofÊaÊhighÊtideÊonÊJuneÊ
23rd.ÊTheÊhighÊwaterÊlevelsÊallowedÊtheÊtarponÊtoÊswimÊthroughÊaÊmangroveÊforestÊintoÊtheÊestuary.Ê 

FWCÊwillÊcontinueÊtoÊmonitorÊtheÊsixÊremainingÊtaggedÊfishÊinÊtheÊpreserveÊforÊanÊadditionalÊtwoÊyears.Ê
Furthermore,ÊthereÊareÊlargeÊarraysÊofÊreceiversÊtoÊtheÊnorthÊnearÊSarasotaÊBayÊandÊtoÊtheÊsouthÊinÊ
CharlotteÊHarbor,ÊwhereÊweÊmayÊhearÊfromÊtheseÊfishÊagainÊandÊlearnÊmoreÊaboutÊtheirÊtravels. 

 Top and boƩom maps show tarpon 1, 2, 
and 3 movement paƩerns within Lemon 
Creek Wildflower Preserve. White boxes in 
the top leŌ indicate the standard lengths 
corresponding with tarpon 1, 2, and 3 at 
the Ɵme they were tagged, along with 
their date of emigraƟon into the open 
estuary. Map on the right depicts the 
ponds with their corresponding names and 
the mangrove forest, which connects to 
the mouth of the estuary traveling under 
SR 775  into Lemon Bay 

Tarpon  being acousƟcally 
tagged 

Note:  ThisÊarticleÊhasÊbeenÊ
abbreviatedÊforÊtheÊnewsletter.ÊÊ 
ViewÊtheÊfullÊarticleÊonÊourÊwebsiteÊ
at:Ê 
LemonBayConservancy.org/fwc-
tarpon-report/ 
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  Working to Protect Wildlife & Natural Habitats 

Vision,	Growth,	&	Leadership:		Seeking	a	New	Executive	Director 
TheÊConservancyÊisÊactivelyÊseekingÊaÊpassionateÊandÊvisionaryÊExecutive Director.ÊHiringÊthisÊnewÊ
leaderÊisÊaÊsubstantial,ÊboldÊundertakingÊthatÊwillÊimmediatelyÊelevateÊourÊcapacityÊforÊgrowth.ÊTheÊ
ExecutiveÊDirectorÊwillÊbeÊinstrumentalÊinÊhelpingÊusÊdevelopÊaÊfutureÊvisionÊandÊguidingÊusÊtoÊtheÊ
nextÊlevelÊofÊeffectiveness.ÊThisÊroleÊwillÊfocusÊonÊtwoÊcrucialÊareas: 

Mission Expansion & Support:ÊThisÊnewÊleaderÊwillÊbeÊchargedÊwithÊgrowing our base of 
supportÊtoÊaccomplishÊambitiousÊgrowthÊandÊenableÊnewÊprojectsÊandÊideas.ÊTheyÊwillÊspearheadÊ
initiativesÊtoÊrestoreÊmoreÊthreatenedÊecosystemsÊandÊsecureÊtheÊresourcesÊneededÊforÊsustainedÊ
impact. 

Deep Community Engagement:ÊTheÊExecutiveÊDirectorÊwillÊdevelop and expand deep 
connections to the local communityÊandÊsignificantlyÊboostÊourÊeducationalÊprograms,ÊincludingÊ
inspiring theÊnext generation of students.Ê 

IfÊyouÊknowÊofÊanyÊcandidatesÊtoÊstepÊintoÊthisÊexcitingÊjob,ÊpleaseÊsendÊthemÊtheÊfullÊpositionÊ
description,ÊavailableÊatÊLemonBayConservancy.org/executive-director.ÊÊAnd,ÊpleaseÊgive generously 
todayÊtoÊhelpÊusÊwriteÊthisÊexcitingÊnewÊchapterÊforÊLemonÊBayÊConservancy! 

Upcoming	Guided	Walks,	Kayak	Trips	&	Special	Events	 

Scholarship	Awarded 
AtÊtheÊ2025ÊLemonÊBayÊHighÊSchoolÊSeniorÊScholarshipÊNightÊinÊJune,Ê
LBCÊPresidentÊIreneÊSlatteryÊawardedÊourÊannualÊscholarshipÊtoÊ
MeKenzieÊDeLong.Ê 

ThisÊscholarshipÊisÊawardedÊtoÊaÊSeniorÊwhoÊdemonstratesÊinterestÊinÊ
conservationÊandÊtheÊenvironment,ÊandÊwhoÊplansÊtoÊpursueÊaÊdegreeÊ
inÊenvironmentalÊscience.Ê 

MekenzieÊisÊnowÊinÊherÊfirstÊsemesterÊatÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊSouthÊ
Florida,ÊmajoringÊinÊMarineÊScience. 

EachÊmonthÊthroughÊApril,ÊweÊareÊofferingÊfree, public guided nature walks withÊourÊvolunteerÊ
naturalistsÊatÊLemonÊCreekÊWildflowerÊPreserveÊandÊweÊareÊplanningÊmember kayak tripsÊatÊvariousÊ
venuesÊaroundÊLemonÊBay.ÊÊToÊkeepÊupÊtoÊdateÊonÊtheÊschedulesÊforÊallÊofÊourÊupcomingÊactivities,Ê
pleaseÊbeÊsureÊthatÊtheÊofficeÊhasÊyourÊemailÊaddressÊtoÊreceiveÊourÊregularÊLBCÊinformationÊemails.Ê
(PleaseÊsendÊusÊaÊnoteÊwithÊyourÊemailÊaddressÊifÊyouÊaren’tÊyetÊreceivingÊourÊemails.)ÊÊYouÊcanÊalsoÊ
seeÊallÊtheÊupcomingÊactivitiesÊonÊourÊLBCÊwebsiteÊcalendarÊat:ÊLemonBayConservancy.org/calendar. 

Three special event dates toÊaddÊtoÊyourÊcalendarÊnow:Ê 

· Thursday, January 22, LBC Annual Meeting & Presentation on Burrowing Owl Habitat 
Protection,Ê5:00ÊpmÊrefreshments,Ê5:30ÊshortÊbusinessÊmeetingÊwithÊpresentationÊfollowing,Ê
Location:ÊÊCapeÊHazeÊCommunityÊCenter,Ê180ÊSpyglassÊAlley,ÊPlacida. 

· Saturday, February 14, Exploration Day at Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve, 8:00Êam—
1:00Êpm.ÊÊWeÊwillÊcelebrateÊtheÊ5thÊanniversaryÊofÊtheÊrestoredÊPreserveÊwithÊaÊseriesÊofÊnatureÊ
walksÊandÊtalks,ÊandÊinformationÊboothsÊhostedÊbyÊlocalÊconservationÊgroups.ÊÊWatchÊyourÊLBCÊ
emailsÊforÊmoreÊdetails! 

· Thursday, February 26,Ê5:00ÊpmÊrefreshments,Ê5:30Êpresentation.ÊÊOurÊpopularÊCoastal 
Seminar Series returnsÊwithÊDr.ÊMariaÊCartolanoÊ(UM-RosenstielÊSchool)ÊspeakingÊaboutÊaÊ
surprisingÊheroÊofÊmarineÊscience:ÊThe Gulf Toadfish. ÊTheseÊlocalÊfishÊareÊkeyÊbioindicators,ÊandÊ
theirÊhealthÊisÊhelpingÊusÊmeasureÊtheÊtrueÊcostÊofÊhumanÊimpact—fromÊtheÊDeepwaterÊHorizonÊ
spillÊtoÊtheÊdeafeningÊeffectsÊofÊunderwaterÊnoiseÊpollutionÊonÊmarineÊmammals.ÊAtÊtheÊCapeÊHazeÊ
CommunityÊCenter,Ê180ÊSpyglassÊAlley,ÊPlacida.ÊÊWatchÊourÊLBCÊemailsÊforÊmoreÊdetails. 
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Options	to	Help	Ensure	LBC’s	Financial	Future 
Non-profitsÊlikeÊLemonÊBayÊConservancyÊoperateÊ
withÊaÊnumberÊofÊfundingÊsourcesÊincludingÊ
membershipÊgivingÊandÊunrestrictedÊdonationsÊ
thatÊcoverÊourÊyearlyÊoperatingÊcosts,ÊdonationsÊ
andÊgrantsÊthatÊareÊtoÊbeÊusedÊforÊaÊparticularÊ
purpose,ÊoccasionalÊcapitalÊcampaignsÊthatÊallowÊ
usÊtoÊtakeÊonÊbiggerÊthingsÊlikeÊpurchasingÊ
propertiesÊforÊconservation,Êand,Êfinally,ÊourÊ
endowmentÊfund.ÊHereÊareÊsomeÊwaysÊyouÊcanÊ
helpÊLBCÊfulfillÊourÊmissionÊnowÊandÊintoÊtheÊ
future! 

LBC Endowment Fund 

OurÊneedÊforÊfundingÊisÊnotÊjustÊaboutÊourÊworkÊ
today.ÊIt’sÊaboutÊcreatingÊaÊdurableÊfoundationÊ
thatÊlasts.ÊYouÊcanÊhelpÊusÊbuildÊthatÊfoundationÊ
byÊgivingÊsomethingÊtoÊourÊendowmentÊfund,ÊaÊ
fundÊthatÊcanÊgrowÊevenÊasÊweÊspendÊaÊportionÊofÊ
itÊonÊmission-criticalÊexpenses. 

OurÊendowmentÊfundÊisÊmanagedÊbyÊtheÊGulfÊ
CoastÊCommunityÊFoundationÊ(GCCF)ÊbasedÊinÊ
Venice.ÊÊAsÊtheÊendowmentÊgrowsÊthroughÊ
contributionsÊandÊinvestments,ÊtheÊfundÊprovidesÊ
supportÊforÊLBC’sÊlong-termÊsustainability. 

Other Charitable Giving Ideas 

AsÊyouÊplanÊyourÊyear-endÊcharitableÊdonations,Ê
andÊthinkÊaboutÊoptionsÊtoÊsupportÊLemonÊBayÊ
Conservancy,ÊyouÊmayÊwantÊtoÊconsiderÊotherÊ
charitableÊgivingÊoptions: 

Property Donations:ÊInÊadditionÊtoÊdirectÊ
monetaryÊgiving,ÊconsiderÊdonatingÊrealÊestateÊ
instead.ÊThisÊisÊparticularlyÊrelevantÊforÊpropertiesÊ
thatÊareÊenvironmentallyÊsensitiveÊandÊcouldÊbeÊ
harmedÊifÊacquiredÊforÊdevelopmentÊpurposes.Ê
LBCÊcanÊalsoÊmanageÊtheÊprocessÊtoÊhaveÊ
conservationÊeasementsÊplacedÊonÊdonatedÊ
propertiesÊtoÊensureÊthatÊdevelopmentÊinÊtheÊ
futureÊisÊnotÊpossible. 

Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs): 
ConsiderÊaÊQualifiedÊCharitableÊDistributionÊasÊ

partÊofÊyourÊIRAÊ“RMD”.ÊIfÊyou’veÊreachedÊtheÊageÊ
atÊwhichÊyouÊareÊrequiredÊtoÊtakeÊaÊRequiredÊ
MinimumÊDistributionÊ(RMD)ÊfromÊyourÊIRA,ÊaÊ
QCDÊcanÊbeÊaÊsmartÊstrategyÊforÊminimizingÊyourÊ
taxesÊandÊatÊtheÊsameÊtimeÊbenefitingÊLemonÊBayÊ
ConservancyÊ(andÊotherÊcharitableÊorganizations).Ê
FundsÊcontributedÊdirectlyÊfromÊyourÊIRAÊtoÊ
qualifiedÊnon-profitÊgroupsÊviaÊQCDÊareÊnotÊ
consideredÊpartÊofÊyourÊtaxableÊincomeÊforÊtheÊ
year,ÊallowingÊyouÊtoÊavoidÊpayingÊtaxesÊonÊthatÊ
portionÊofÊyourÊRMD.ÊTalkÊwithÊyourÊtaxÊadvisorÊ
andÊcontactÊyourÊIRAÊadministratorÊtoÊmakeÊ
arrangements.Ê 

Donate Appreciated Stock: DonatingÊ
appreciatedÊstocksÊisÊaÊgreatÊtax-planningÊtoolÊ
thatÊcanÊallowÊyouÊtoÊavoidÊpayingÊcapitalÊgainsÊ
onÊtheÊstocks.ÊYouÊmayÊbeÊableÊtoÊclaimÊaÊ
charitableÊcontributionÊequalÊtoÊtheÊfairÊmarketÊ
valueÊofÊtheÊstocksÊonÊtheÊdateÊofÊdonation.Ê
CheckÊwithÊyourÊtaxÊadvisorÊtoÊdiscussÊyourÊ
specificÊsituation. 

Planned giving in wills and trusts: ÊWhatÊ
wouldÊyouÊlikeÊtoÊbeÊrememberedÊfor?ÊAreÊthereÊ
causesÊorÊcharitiesÊyouÊloveÊtodayÊthatÊyouÊhopeÊ
willÊcontinueÊtoÊflourishÊlongÊafterÊyou’reÊgone?ÊAÊ
plannedÊgiftÊcanÊbenefitÊwhateverÊitÊisÊyouÊcareÊ
aboutÊmostÊand,ÊifÊyouÊwish,ÊletÊfutureÊ
generationsÊknowÊitÊmatteredÊtoÊyou.ÊByÊplanningÊ
aÊbequestÊthroughÊyourÊwillÊorÊtrust,ÊyouÊcanÊ
establishÊaÊwayÊtoÊsupportÊLemonÊBayÊ
ConservancyÊinÊtheÊfuture.Ê 

WeÊwillÊworkÊwithÊyouÊtoÊensureÊthatÊyourÊgiftÊwillÊ
accomplishÊyourÊpersonalÊcharitableÊwishes,ÊandÊ
thenÊweÊwillÊcarefullyÊstewardÊitÊtoÊachieveÊthoseÊ
goalsÊforÊtheÊfuture. 

ForÊmoreÊdetailsÊaboutÊhowÊyouÊcanÊgiveÊabove-
and-beyondÊtoÊtheÊendowmentÊfund,ÊÊspecifyingÊ
ourÊendowmentÊfundÊinÊyourÊwillÊorÊestateÊplan,Ê
makingÊdistributionsÊfromÊyourÊIRA,ÊorÊdonatingÊ
stock,ÊcontactÊDianeÊColl,ÊourÊTreasurer,ÊatÊ603-
702-0730ÊorÊbyÊemailÊatÊdiane@dianecoll.com. 
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P.O.ÊBoxÊ1458 
Englewood,ÊFLÊ34295 

Lemon Bay Conservancy ContribuƟons: 
 

To contribute online go to LemonBayConservancy.org.  To mail-in your membership and/or donaƟon, please follow the 
steps below.   

Step 1:  Cut off this enƟre page from the newsleƩer to use as your mail-in form. 
Step 2:  Use the space above to write-in or update your name and mailing address. 
Step 3:  Complete the informaƟon below for your membership and/or donaƟon. 
Step 4:  Mail your completed form to LBC using the address at the top leŌ corner of this page. (New P.O. box!) 

 

My Membership ContribuƟon:                □  New Member      □  Membership Renewal     
 □ $35 Individual     □ $50 Household / SupporƟng     □  $100 Patron     □ $250 Benefactor 

□ $500 Conservator     □  $750 Trustee of the Land     □ $1,000 Keeper of the Land 
□ $2,500 Guardian of the Land     □ $5,000 Steward of the Land 

   
My Special DonaƟon:  $__________   Apply to:  □ General fund   □Burrowing Owls   □ LBC Endowment  
  
Form of Payment:   □  Credit Card     □  Check (Please make payable to Lemon Bay Conservancy, Inc.)       

Contact InformaƟon:   Please add your informaƟon below.  We’ll only use this informaƟon for LBC purposes. 

 
 

LBC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporaƟon.  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION (CH14541) AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION 
OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-HELPFLA, OR VIA THE INTERNET AT FDACS.GOV.  REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 

ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 

My Email:   

My Telephone:   

Credit Card InformaƟon:    □ Visa     □ Master Card                    Security code: _________ 
             
Card Number:____________________________________________    ExpiraƟon Date: ______________ 


